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Trump cites CEC to make
case for U.SS. voter ID law;
Congress mocks remarks

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Congress issued a
strong rebuttal to U.S. Pre-
sident Donald Trump after
he cited a remark by In-
dia’s Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC), Gyanesh
Kumar, to make a case for
stronger laws in American
elections. Taking a swipe at
Mr. Trump, the Opposition
party urged him to “to take
the CEC there”.

In a post on Truth Social
on Monday, Mr. Trump
said more than 646 million
people had participated in
India’s recent general elec-
tion, with less than 1% vot-
ing by mail.

“Earlier this month, In-
dia’s Chief Election Com-
missioner, Gyanesh Ku-
mar, asked our
Administration — How can
you have Elections in the
U.S. without a valid Photo

Gyanesh Kumar

ID,” Mr. Trump wrote.
“India’s last Election
had 646,000,000 Voters!
Less than one per cent vot-
ed by mail, and every sin-
gle Voter had to have a VA-
LID Photo  Identity
Document,” he said, while
urging the passage of the
Safeguard American Voter
Eligibility Act, also known
as the SAVE America Act.
The proposed legisla-
tion would require those in
the U.S. to provide proof of

citizenship to register to
vote, impose a nationwide
voter identification re-
quirement and significant-
ly restrict voting by mail.
Mr. Trump has argued that
the legislation would help
curb electoral fraud.

The Congress party, ho-
wever, took a swipe at the
U.S. President’s remarks,
with the party’s media and
publicity department head
Pawan Khera saying, “Dear
Donald Trump, please take
Gyanesh Kumar Gupta to
America. And keep him
there. We will send our
EVMs too by the next avail-
able flight.”

Mr. Trump has been
pressing for the SAVE
America Act, but the legis-
lation has faced opposition
in the U.S. Congress, with
Democrats and Republi-
cans divided over its
provisions.

(With inputs from PTI)

19A8. Trump cites CEC to make case for U.S. voter ID law; Congress mocks
remarks

€9 & ANHT A AASTAT YgATT Fefet & &7 H CEC F7 garern AT, FAw o feqoft &t
HIATE 35T

e The Congress issued a strong rebuttal to U.S. President Donald Trump after he cited a
remark by India’s Chief Election Commissioner (CEC), Gyanesh Kumar, to make a case for
stronger laws in American elections.

AR Tegafal SeATes €7 gaRT (R & H&F fdTae 3gFd (CEC), AR FAR, HT T
feeqult 1 gaTelT SR AR FoTTal 3 TR HOR Hlefell o T&T H cTeh ST STl & dTe; HidT o
SHhT et gfaarg fonam|

e Taking a swipe at Mr. Trump, the Opposition party urged him to “take the CEC there”.
aﬁaqwmaﬂﬁmﬁvaﬁaﬂﬁm“cmaﬂmam”Hmﬁ?ml

e Inaposton Truth SOC|aI on Monday, Mr. Trump said more than 646 million people had
participated in India’s recent general election, with less than 1% voting by mail.
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HIFAR & Truth Social 9 Teh GREE & T £ o gl foh 8 & gToraT 37T TeAld & 64.6 F5 &
3t T oF 71T foram 2T 3R 1% & 8 & 91T of STk GaRT AdGIe fohaT 2]

“Earlier this month, India’s Chief Election Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar, asked our
Administration — How can you have Elections in the U.S. without a valid Photo ID,” Mr.
Trump wrote.

A g & forgT, “50 AR T YT A, HRA F FET faaet IIFd AAT FAR A FAR TAHA
¥ IBT — AT 3¢ Bl ggarar-u9 & e 3l 7 gama F& w7 7 §2”

“India’s last Election had 646,000,000 Voters! Less than one per cent voted by mail, and
every single Voter had to have a VALID Photo Identity Document,” he said, while urging

the passage of the Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, also known as the SAVE
America Act.

3=gisT Safeguard American Voter Eligibility Act, T SAVE America Act & 1137 & &t ST
ST &, ﬁqﬁﬁaﬂﬁwmmgw, “$IRd ¥ A& Io1a A 646,000,000 AAGTAT & TH
gfarera @ #ff w1 ATt A ST qaRT AqE R 3R yRA® AdEraT & I T 3 et g9
SEATAS gIAT TaTH AT|”

The proposed legislation would require those in the U.S. to provide proof of citizenship to
register to vote, impose a nationwide voter identification requirement and significantly
restrict voting by mail.

T Hlefel & & AR F M T HACTHT o fAIT TNRIOT HIA & AT R T JATOT
ST gie, GRreardt AaeTaT TEate $ ifrardar oy gl 3N 31 qanT A H HIHT &G aF
gfaeted ferar soem|

Mr. Trump has argued that the legislation would help curb electoral fraud.

AN T cIeh & Toh T lefeT TATd! HRATUSY TR P 3T H HETI AT M|

The Congress party, however, took a swipe at the U.S. President’s remarks, with the party’s
media and publicity department head Pawan Khera saying, “Dear Donald Trump, please take
Gyanesh Kumar Gupta to America. And keep him there. We will send our EVMs too by the
next available flight.”

gTciiToh, ST UTeT o AN Tegafa $r feoaforat w weret forar| arét & Aifsar va yar fasmr
& YW AT WST o el “R Seres €0, FIAT AR FAR e HY ARG o Im¥| 3R 378
& W1 & 379elt EVM 8 3rTel) 3Teretr 331 @ A &7

Mr. Trump has been pressing for the SAVE America Act, but the legislation has faced
opposition in the U.S. Congress, with Democrats and Republicans divided over its provisions.

AT €9 SAVE America Act & 9T el & ToTT SRR Y18 Y 38 8, Sifehel H iefel 1
HARDY HIF F TINE T HAT HAT TST & 3R 58S FaUTeAT 1 ol SAheH 3R Rafeaser
& g 7N &
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Sonia Gandhi’s memoir to
revisit love, loss, and her
decision to decline PM post

Associated Press
NEW YORK

Congress leader and Rajya
Sabha member Sonia
Gandhi has a memoir com-
ing out this fall in which
she will reflect on the pro-
mise and the tragedy of
marrying into the Nehru-
Gandhi political dynasty
and on her own career in
government.

Publishing house Alfred
A. Knopf announced on
Tuesday that Ms. Gandhi’s
Belonging: A Journey of
Love will be published on
November 10.

“Much has been written
about my family, but few
narratives were able to
reach into the truth of their
motivations, their actions
and even their very human
failings,” Ms. Gandhi said
in a statement issued
through Knopf. “In many
ways, this book is a hom-
age to their humanness.
My story also offers read-
ers a unique perspective of
the social and political
changes I have witnessed
for six decades in the beau-

The book cover image released
by Alfred A. Knopf.

tiful country of my
belonging.”

Ms. Gandhi, 79, is a na-
tive of Italy who was study-
ing in Cambridge, when
she met fellow student and
future husband Rajiv
Gandhi, grandson of In-
dia’s first Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, and son
of India’s first woman
Prime Minister, Indira
Gandhi.

In Belonging, she writes
of her life being upended
when her mother-in-law
was assassinated in 1984
and succeeded by Rajiv
Gandhi, who was also mur-

dered seven years later.
She too would eventually
enter politics and become
the longest-serving presi-
dent of the Indian National
Congress Party while also
turning down her party’s
offer to become Prime Mi-
nister. “It was heartbreak
and loss that threw me into
the public world of polit-
ics. Up till then I had guard-
ed my privacy fiercely,” she
said in her statement.

“Writing about my life
did not come easily to me.
It meant opening myself
up, sharing moments and
experiences I had always
held deep inside,” she said.
“Yet as [ gradually re-
moved myself from the
political sphere and looked
back at all I had seen, the
thread of love and loyalty
that wove through my sto-
ry began to define itself,
from the simplicity of my
childhood in small-town
Italy, to the complexity of
my years in India as the
wife of Rajiv Gandhi and
the daughter-in-law of
Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi.”

19A8. Sonia Gandhi’s Memoir to Revisit Love, Loss, and Her Decision to

Decline PM Post
wifora anreft & FEAor F 97, a1fa 3R geares 98 geue F vk 91 gafdEr

e Congress leader and Rajya Sabha member Sonia Gandhi has a memoir coming out this fall in
which she will reflect on the promise and the tragedy of marrying into the Nehru Gandhi
political dynasty and on her own career in government.

FIIE AT 3R AT Feed MAAT e 7 Toh FEAOT 37 ARG F H THIA gled aTe 8,
TSrea a8 Age- e srelifas der & faare et & S Hemmaaiai 3R e U SR & 39
T & Talellfae siiael 9T faa et

e Publishing house Alfred A. Knopf announced on Tuesday that Ms. Gandhi’s Belonging: A
Journey of Love will be published on November 10.
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hTRIST HEAT Alfred A. Knopf = FITETIR T 19Ot AT o it amrefl Shr & Belonging: A
Journey of Love 10 dAdeaX &l YehI{RId araft|

“Much has been written about my family, but few narratives were able to reach into the truth
of their motivations, their actions and even their very human failings,” Ms. Gandhi said in a
statement issued through Knopf.

A T A Knopf & FIEIA & ST Teh 9411 # g, ‘A IRAR & IR # 951 $& f@n 14g,
QAfeheT SE S HATE IeTehl IROMH, 37 hralf 3N TeT T T 3Ty AT Hiaat B

eI el ook g FHI E1”

“In many ways, this book is a homage to their humanness.

“$E HIIAT 3, TG TEcieh SeTeh] AT Y Hgisrer |

My story also offers readers a unique perspective of the social and political changes | have
witnessed for six decades in the beautiful country of my belonging.”

ﬁﬂmmaﬁmgaéerﬁ,mﬁmmﬁ,ﬁa@rwmﬁﬁa@mm
31 T afadl 1w reTeT gfeeaioT it sart e §17

Ms. Gandhi, 79, is a native of Italy who was studying in Cambridge, when she met fellow
student and future husband Rajiv Gandhi, grandson of India’s first Prime Minister, Jawaharlal
Nehru, and son of India’s first woman Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi.

79 aeftar gaft arreft gl i Fyer fovarelt € 3iR hiPssr & 3regaet a3 W i, STd 3eTeht Fearepra
FEITEY 3R 1Y Ify Tsftar aMielt & g5, S $IRA o TUH JETTHA STaATeTerel Ae® b N A #RA
1 TEe FRET FerAwT SR A 3 g &)

In Belonging, she writes of her life being upended when her mother-in-law was assassinated
in 1984 and succeeded by Rajiv Gandhi, who was also murdered seven years later.

Belonging & a8 for@dY & foF 1984 & 3eThr W Y &7 311 379 1 Tl amedY & gersTasT
Aol @ 3eTehT SiiaeT G TG derel I1AT; A aY a1g Jroira et & o geam T &Y 18|

She too would eventually enter politics and become the longest-serving president of the
Indian National Congress Party while also turning down her party’s offer to become Prime
Minister.

STe; 7 I 371 Ty & enffrer §§ 3N AR ASET HIH A1 Hr HaW ok FAY b HeAe
& aTelt AT Fal, STfeh 3egial 3Tl ITET SaRT TETAHT Sefed oh TEATT I 8 S ferm|

“It was heartbreak and loss that threw me into the public world of politics.

geafarR diet 3R ey o € 72t oY i ardTfo gl # o wer R

Up till then | had guarded my privacy fiercely,” she said in her statement.

38 FHY Th Hel a1t Forste Y a5l gaeT A T&T 1 Y, Seglod 393 T H g |

“Writing about my life did not come easily to me.

“39et Shaet & aR & forgar A forw |t €1 |

It meant opening myself up, sharing moments and experiences | had always held deep
inside,” she said.

SHT 3 AT TG FY WA A 37 4707 TYT HT3ET Y VAT HIAT, TSleg Aol gAAT 370 I
IETS T HAlhT TWT AT,” 3egiel Tl

“Yet as | gradually removed myself from the political sphere and looked back at all | had seen,
the thread of love and loyalty that wove through my story began to define itself, from the

simplicity of my childhood in small-town Italy, to the complexity of my years in India as the
wife of Rajiv Gandhi and the daughter-in-law of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

‘TR 871, 519 Ha efR-6IR TaT 1 Tar=iifaes &1 & 3reer e 3R 319 garT ¢t 15 |t geaAsit
T I ST ST, A A glell 7 AT EHT I 3 FIsaT 1 FF¥ T2 T gled IT—FTell & Teh
BIT AT H TR TUYT FTI AT I o] AR H Ioi1a el T et 3R T3 Sfer amedy dr
9 & &9 # foare A s & SAfeerdr a1
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ISS to host first
spacewalk by

Frenchwoman
Pes

ence France-Presse
WASHINGTON

Sophie Adenot is set to become the first French fe-
male astronaut to venture outside the Internation-
al Space Station for a spacewalk on Tuesday, ac-
companied by American astronaut Anil Menon.

The spacewalk is scheduled to start at 1235
GMT and last six and a half hours, with the goal of
replacing a space-to-ground antenna on the orbi-
tal complex, according to NASA.

Ms. Adenot, 44, will be the second European
woman to conduct a spacewalk, after Italian astro-
naut Samantha Cristoforetti’s mission in 2022. She
has been preparing for the operation for several
days aboard the ISS, 400 km above the Earth.

“A successful (spacewalk) starts long before the
hatch opens, and that’s where my focus has been
these past few days: rehearsing, preparing and fo-
cusing,” Ms. Adenot said on X on Sunday.

The antenna being replaced is key to high-
speed communications and data transmission
between the ISS and mission control in Houston,
she added. Flight engineer Jack Hathaway and sta-
tion commander Jessica Meir will monitor the spa-
cewalkers and operate a robotic arm from inside
the ISS, NASA said.

“While the spacewalkers are the ones out in the
spotlight, (extravehicular activities) are very much
ateam effort, and it’s always a privilege to support
the crew from within,” Ms. Adenot wrote after the
previous spacewalk, when she supported Ms.
Meir and Mr. Menon.

An engineer by training and a former test pilot,
Ms. Adenot became in February the second
Frenchwoman in history to fly into space, after
pioneer Claudie Haignere.

The last French person to walk in space was
Thomas Pesquet, who did so six times over two
stays aboard the ISS.

19A8. ISS to host first spacewalk by Frenchwoman
1SS g BIERA AT FT IgaT THaid 3mANfad aem

e Sophie Adenot is set to become the first French female
astronaut to venture outside the International Space Station for a
spacewalk on Tuesday, accompanied by American astronaut Anil
Menon.

HIhT TSAIC FHIAAR T HARDT ITafRer I srferer Aa=r & @y
ITTRTSET 3ARET T H TT6X [Aehrelay TITdTah et aTell Tgell
wri #Afgar srafar arEl go7at arehr 81

o The spacewalk is scheduled to start at 1235 GMT and last

six and a half hours, with the goal of replacing a space-to-ground
antenna on the orbital complex, according to NASA.

NASA & TR, FUHdleh 1235 GMT T & &let 3R ATe Tg B oeh
Telet aTeT &, Forent 3eced sefg aRew & safter § gedt aF ¥ar
FI qT TEAT FT SSoleT 5 |

e Ms. Adenot, 44, will be the second European woman to
conduct a spacewalk, after Italian astronaut Samantha
Cristoforetti’s mission in 2022.

44 ¥t G USHAIE FAHETH FI qTell quT JIIT Afgel glaf; 304
Ugol SATerdl A RET ATET FHAT fhEeipREr o 2022 H g 39dfed
gTferer v ot

e She has been preparing for the operation for several days
aboard the ISS, 400 km above the Earth.

a8 g2l ¥ 400 fFatefie 39X fPue 1SS WX o &S feaii @ 3w
AT Sy e T

e “A successful (spacewalk) starts long before the hatch
opens, and that's where my focus has been these past few days:
rehearsing, preparing and focusing,” Ms. Adenot said on X on
Sunday.

AT TSI 7 AR A1 X TR e, “Ueh Thel TIHAIF o Gorad &

T TEel I @ 1T ¢ IR Ao $o AT F A0 et gl I T@T R AT AT, AR BT

3R earer FigT FE=T”

e The antenna being replaced is key to high-speed communications and data transmission
between the ISS and mission control in Houston, she added.

3g1e &gl foh Seell Sile aTell TENT ISS 3R egFest ua et wgter & dier 3= afe are §aw
31 e FeRor & fAv Agcaqet B

e Flight engineer Jack Hathaway and station commander Jessica Meir will monitor the
spacewalkers and operate a robotic arm from inside the ISS, NASA said.

NASA = &gl o Felrse Solifezr St §ud 3R T FaAiet S @R T9wais wie arel
3iafeT Tt fr FIRE H397 31K 1SS & $fiay & T Qe 3mt 1 Tarers H

o “While the spacewalkers are the ones out in the spotlight, (extravehicular activities) are very
much a team effort, and it's always a privilege to support the crew from within,” Ms. Adenot
wrote after the previous spacewalk, when she supported Ms. Meir and Mr. Menon.

AT Tl o Rroer T & a1g forT, o Sgiet ot AR 3R A At b1 g R e,
“gTaith TATAIH H aTel I aT A & FREAT & wa &, At (faferae & A
Tfafafra) aeag & v 7 99 gidt § 3R ofiaR & TTaF o T eI AT gHU FFATT Y

ard g 817
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e An engineer by training and a former test pilot, Ms. Adenot became in February the second
Frenchwoman in history to fly into space, after pioneer Claudie Haignere.

TTRIETOT & Foffera 3R O oieToT urRrere W @A vsie wady 3 3raroft siaftat A Faid R
o dTe; 3TARET H ST arell Scierd i gadY Bt Afger s o

e The last French person to walk in space was Thomas Pesquet, who did so six times over
two stays aboard the ISS.

37AReT & AT e arel 3ifad wiaT IiFd 9TAT & O, [Segiey ISS WX & YarEt & et
B¢ 9] TIHAIH T T

GS Paper 1: Society 19 August 2026
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19A8

Census questionnaire seeks data on parents’ religion, place of birth

STSTITOTAT FeaATdell H ATAT-TAAT F & 3R Fed7-TUTT Y SATTHRY AN 78 §

Census questionnaire seeks data
on parents’ religion, place of birth

Besides the open field option to declare caste, respondents can choose ‘Does not want to declare Caste’ and ‘No Caste’;

questionnaire seeks details related to Aadhaar, COVID vaccine; Congress has questioned the methodology to record caste

Vijaita Singh

NEW DELHI

he questionnaire or
T the schedule for

the population en-
umeration phase of Census
2027, which has gone live
in Ladakh and snow-
bound areas of three other
States ahead of the rest of
the country, seeks informa-
tion on religion, date of
birth and place of birth up
to the village level of both
the father and mother, ac-
cording to the questions
seen by The Hindu.

Under the data head
“Family Particulars,” the
questionnaire also has an
option to record the place
of birth of the father and
mother if they were born
outside India. Other than
the six religious categories
— Hindu, Christian, Sikh,
Buddhist, Muslim and Jain
- respondents can record
“other religion” in a sepa-
rate column.

Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe respon-

The Census schedule was made available to respondents in
Ladakh and three other areas on August 17. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

dents can choose their
caste from a predeter-
mined drop-down menu,
while all others will have to
type the caste name in an
open field. This is Indepen-
dent India’s first caste en-
umeration. Question 10 (C)
says: “If not SC/ST in this
State/UT-Enter Caste
name.” There are two oth-
er options besides the
caste field: “Does not want
to declare Caste” and “No
Caste.” The data fields are
marked “mandatory.”

The Registrar-General
and Census Commissioner
of India on August 14 noti-
fied a set of 40 questions to
be asked during the popu-
lation enumeration phase,
or the second phase of the
Census, adding 13 new
questions or data fields
that were not part of the
Census 2011 questionnaire,
which had 29 questions.

Some of the additional
questions, such as particu-
lars of mother and father,
Aadhaar, mobile, voter ID

and driving licence details,
mirror those asked in the
rehearsal form for the Na-
tional Population Register
(NPR) in 2019. The NPR,
which was initially pro-
posed to be updated with
the first phase of the Cen-
sus, has been put on the
back burner amid opposi-
tion from political parties
and civil society members,
over concerns that the data
can be used to create a
country-wide National Re-
gister of Citizens (NRC).

Schedule for Ladakh
The Census schedule,
which was made available
to respondents in Ladakh,
parts of Jammu and Kash-
mir, Uttarakhand and Hi-
machal Pradesh on August
17 through a self-enumera-
tion portal, ahead of the
rest of the country, further
expands the data fields
notified in the Gazette of
India.

The question on the
place of COVID-19 vaccine
gives two options — within

India or outside India.

The open-field metho-
dology to record caste has
been questioned by the
Congress. On Tuesday,
Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh, in a post on X, ac-
cused the government of
sabotaging the caste Cen-

us. “The PM had made a
complete U-turn on April
30, 2025 and announced
that a caste census — which
he had earlier attacked as
an “urban naxal” idea —
would take place. Now he
has done another U-turn
on his earlier U-turn and
without saying so has bu-
ried the idea of a caste cen-
sus. He is an U-turn ustad,”
he said.

The open-field method
had resulted in the 2011 So-
cio-Economic Caste Cen-
sus (SECC) returning over
46 lakh different “caste
names”. Significantly, the
government has consis-
tently maintained over the
last decade that the data
were unreliable because of
“errors” in data collection.

19A8. Census questionnaire seeks data on parents’ religion, place of birth

STSTITOTAT FeaATdely H ATAT-FAT F o 3R Fer7-TUTT Y ATTHRY AR 7E &

e The questionnaire or the schedule for the population enumeration phase of Census 2027,
which has gone live in Ladakh and snow-bound areas of three other States ahead of the rest
of the country, seeks information on religion, date of birth and place of birth up to the village

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in ==

Page7



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

level of both the father and mother, according to the questions seen by The Hindu.

SITIMCTAT 2027 F HAHSHT IOTAT TIOT & TIT TRATTel AT LT, ST &2 & STehr et & wgel
FeETd 3N e 31 TAT & T § Teh &T31 3 of1e] 1 378 &, 3 AT 3R AT Sl o &,
SeAfafd 3R 71a TR aF & FoA-FAT A ATHRI AR 373 8, & fg GanT 3@ a0 geai &
3|

Under the data head “Family Particulars,” the questionnaire also has an option to record the
place of birth of the father and mother if they were born outside India.

“qriare fAaor (Family Particulars)” 2fi¥es & 3/q9Td, IeaATae & fe Tar 3R AT &1 o
W*ng%, Al 3oTeh FAeH-FYTA ) Gof FIA T [dheq o T AT 1

Other than the six religious categories — Hindu, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist, Muslim and
Jain — respondents can record “other religion” in a separate column.

o wifiE AT — g, $wi$, R, atqy, Aftes st S — & sifafvaa, savemar o sraer
Fio 3“3y et o S B
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe respondents can choose their caste from a

predetermined drop-down menu, while all others will have to type the caste nhame in an open
field.

FrarqfRra snfar 3R IR St & Saverdr (afaeiRd S9-313e Ao & 3r9=1 Sfd el Fehel
g, STdieh 3= @l &1 ger &1 (open field) & S T AT ST AT M|

This is Independent India’s first caste enumeration.

I T AR $Y Igelt Sl A0 ¢ |

Question 10 (C) says: “If not SC/ST in this State/UT-Enter Caste name.”

g2aT 10 (C) H el IIAT§: “TfE 3 TSI/ hgenfAd Y& H SC/ST gt § — Sy T A1 g FI1”

There are two other options besides the caste field: “Does not want to declare Caste” and
“No Caste.”

ST aTer 819 o 37eTraT a1 31wy fased ot §: “onfar elftva ¢t w3am aga” 3k i anfa adh”
The data fields are marked “mandatory.”
3oT 32T &191 1 “3fAarl (mandatory)” & ¥9 & RIfgAd fRar mar |

The Registrar-General and Census Commissioner of India on August 14 notified a set of 40
questions to be asked during the population enumeration phase, or the second phase of the
Census, adding 13 new questions or data fields that were not part of the Census 2011
guestionnaire, which had 29 questions.

R oh AFER-STATA UG STAMOTAT HYFT & 14 IIF ol ST I0TAT TROT, 372Te]
STTITOTHAT & GER TROT & GRTeT IS STTet aTel 40 Feat oht veh gt rfargfad &, fowat 13 70 gere
T 3T 817 SIS 9T, ST 29 Te=AT aTell SIIToTAT 2011 FY YTl 1 e edT sTgt |

Some of the additional questions, such as particulars of mother and father, Aadhaar, mobile,
voter ID and driving licence details, mirror those asked in the rehearsal form for the
National Population Register (NPR) in 2019.

T AR T, S AT 3R AT 7 f4a0T, YR, ATSe, ATSTAT ggaral-9= A gfaer
AN T Faawor, 2019 H T FAHEAT WAF (NPR) & foT sEdATer FohT 10 qaeamq gu=
IS IV Y& & FA &

The NPR, which was initially proposed to be updated with the first phase of the Census, has
been put on the back burner amid opposition from political parties and civil society members,
over concerns that the data can be used to create a country-wide National Register of
Citizens (NRC).

NPR, & AE H STTUTAT & Tgel TRUT & AT AT el el hl IFd1d AT, TSI galf IR
AR THTS o TGEAT o TAY o &I 33 €S A 3T AT IAT ], FiToh TG 3TRAHT cTehd T IS
& o 5T 3iTehst T IUANeT AT WA ARTRS IATET (NRC) F1Ta1 & forw fFam ST ahar gl
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Schedule for Ladakh
e % T e

e The Census schedule, which was made available to respondents in Ladakh, parts of Jammu
and Kashmir, Uttarakhand and Himachal Pradesh on August 17 through a self-enumeration
portal, ahead of the rest of the country, further expands the data fields notified in the Gazette
of India.

STTATOTEAT ST 31T, ST 2T o STehl TEEal & Tgel 17 3 ohl Ueh Fa-30TAT GIEe oh ATETH &
eI, STFH-HAR & Fo T, SRS 3R Ao e2r 7 SeRerdnsit & fov 3ucsy g
IS, AR & Tt # 3fgfad ser &t &1 3R IR a8

e The question on the place of COVID-19 vaccine gives two options — within India or outside
India.

COVID-19 3FHieT & TITH & TAT U H & faehed T 70 § — IR & $iiaT A1 IR & 16|
e The open-field methodology to record caste has been questioned by the Congress.

ST &t #Tet T et &1 aTelt geufa (open-field methodology) TR &I & FaTel 3817 8 |

e On Tuesday, Congress leader Jairam Ramesh, in a post on X, accused the government of
sabotaging the caste Census.

FITIIR &Y HIAF AT STATH ALY o X T Teh e H TIHR T AT STTT9TAT Y fawer FIa FT

YA Hlat T 3T ST

e “The PM had made a complete U-turn on April 30, 2025 and announced that a caste census
— which he had earlier attacked as an “urban naxal” idea — would take place.

“q%naﬁzi’rﬁwmzozsﬁqﬁaﬁﬁaﬁaﬁ@maﬁr%ﬁﬁ?aﬁrmm_m
Joglel Ugel “AEdY AFHel faR g gHel fhar am|

e Now he has done another U-turn on his earlier U-turn and without saying so has buried the
idea of a caste census.

379 3o5ioT 3T Ugel F-Tol UR Teh 3R F-eof Torar & 3R Qam g f9am STy STferorern o faam &y
Tl T B

e Heis an U-turn ustad,” he said.
3ogioY FET, TE T “-&f 3EE” T

e The open-field method had resulted in the 2011 Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC)
returning over 46 lakh different “caste names”.

g &1 aTell g & HROT 2011 Y FATTIH-31fd snfa STeferorar (SECC) # 46 or@ &
3T JTET9T-37eT3T “STfey AR &1 GV 3|

e Significantly, the government has consistently maintained over the last decade that the data
were unreliable because of “errors” in data collection.

Hgcaqul &9 F, THR AT Teh &2eh A IR Jg Fecll Wl ¢ foh “3T Farg & A & wror
3 3fiehs Jfaeaaeg |

GS Paper 1: Geography 19 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A8 |

Deja vu: The Alaknanda River touched the base
platform of the Dhari Devi Temple on Tuesday
following three days of continuous rain in
Uttarakhand. The shrine faced a similar situation
in2025.
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The Alaknanda originates in the high Himalayan region near Satopanth and Bhagirath
Kharak glaciers, close to the Badrinath area in Chamoli district.

It flows past important places such as Badrinath, Joshimath, Karnaprayag,
Rudraprayag and Srinagar (Garhwal).

Alaknanda and the Panch Prayag

An important feature for competitive examinations is that several major Himalayan rivers
join the Alaknanda at the famous Panch Prayag:

Prayag Confluence
Vishnuprayag Alaknanda + Dhauliganga
Nandprayag Alaknanda + Nandakini
Karnaprayag Alaknanda + Pindar
Rudraprayag Alaknanda + Mandakini
Devprayag Alaknanda + Bhagirathi

At Devprayag, the Alaknanda meets the Bhagirathi, and from this confluence the river is
conventionally known as the Ganga.

Satopanth—-Bhagirath Kharak region — Alaknanda — receives Dhauliganga —
Nandakini — Pindar — Mandakini — meets Bhagirathi at Devprayag — GANGA

GS Paper Il: Polity 19 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A8 | T.N. Speaker expunges remarks on Karunanidhi

affierag faremeraem sreget d Feonfafer o Y 71§ Roaforat ae 1 FrAR § g8

19A8 | A secular republic’s sacrilege problem: the legal price of criticising holy writ in India
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T.N. Speaker
expunges
remarks on

Karunanidhi
GS II: Polity |

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Tamil Nadu Assembly
Speaker ]J.C.D. Prabhakar
on Tuesday expunged re-
marks made by Law Minis-
ter C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar
against late Chief Minister
and DMK leader Karuna-
nidhi. He said he would
not allow any speech or re-
ference that had no con-
nection with the issue be-
ing discussed through a
special  calling-attention
motion.

“I cannot allow anyth-
ing that is not directly relat-
ed to the issue. You can
certainly refer to similar in-
cidents associated with the
subject being discussed,”
he said, after Mr. Nirmalku-
mar made the remarks
while replying to a special
calling-attention motion
on the killing of three Ta-
mils in Karnataka.

He also made it clear
that he would not allow
anyone other than the
member who had given
notice to speak when a spe-
cial calling-attention mo-
tion had been moved.
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19A8. T.N. Speaker expunges remarks on Karunanidhi

ARAATS RETTHT 3eqeT ¥ FINTATY R HY 71§ Reaforaf wer
FTAATE ¥ g5

e Tamil Nadu Assembly Speaker J.C.D. Prabhakar on Tuesday
expunged remarks made by Law Minister C.T.R. Nirmal Kumar against late
Chief Minister and DMK leader Karunanidhi.

TS faemeTers reaer .48, T o HITeaR 1 faere Feae 3K
DMK e F%onfafer & faeer el #:1 .83, faste $AR earm v g
oot oY HeoT T SHRIaTET ¥ geT feam|

e He said he would not allow any speech or reference that had no
connection with the issue being discussed through a special calling-attention
motion.

3ogiel gl Toh AW TR YT YFdTd (special calling-attention motion) &
AeTH W {58 Ao R e 81 @ R, 30 e o ol smoor 2 dest iy
31eAf w7gT & STeah

¢ ‘| cannot allow anything that is not directly related to the issue.

“3 el Rl oft s <Y arerafay 7€t & weha oY W AR W A A wERT A BN

e You can certainly refer to similar incidents associated with the subject
being discussed,” he said, after Mr. Nirmalkumar made the remarks while
replying to a special calling-attention motion on the killing of three Tamils in
Karnataka.

39 fATTd §9 & =1 fohw 57 1@ favg & efia G geam3it T oo 3 Jhd
&, 351t 7 a1 A feTeT FAR Ry Feteas F et afFalt i gear ) e aTe
AT EATATHYUT TEATT T 3T S AT oIt T ey & §1 Ferl

¢ He also made it clear that he would not allow anyone other than the
member who had given notice to speak when a special calling-attention
motion had been moved.

Jgiel I8 30 Tose fhaT 6 S1e faY eqraesor yea1a o I g, |t 98 gEd|
hT AT ot dTel HeT o JHelTdT Tohdll 37 caferd T Slielal &l HeTA T 71T &l |
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A secular republic’s sacrilege problem: the
legal price of criticising holy writ in India

Punjab’s new sacrilege law has reignited debate over the criminalisation of religious offence in a secular state; its definition of sacrilege extends

beyond physical desecration of the Guru Granth Sahib to words, signs and representations, bringing expressive conduct within the scope of the law

Prathmesh Kher

n April 2026, the Governor of
Punjab gave his assent to the Jaagat
Jot Sri Guru Granth Sahib Satkar

(Amendment) Act, which
criminalises sacrilege against the Guru
Granth Sahib with sentences running as
high as life imprisonment. The law
arrived almost immediately after passage,
closing out a decade of agitation that
followed the desecration incidents at
Bargari and Burj Jawahar Singh Wala in
2015, and the police firing at Behbal Kalan
that killed two protesters. On paper, this
looks like routine State legislation
responding to genuine communal hurt. In
substance, it is India’s most severe
working sacrilege law: a statute that
punishes the physical desecration of a
sacred text with sentences up to and
including life.

The Constitution declares secularism
part of its “basic structure,” and a law of
this kind sits awkwardly against that
declaration. It permits, and in Punjab’s
case has now enacted, punishment for
disrespect to religion in a nation-state that
officially professes no religion of its own
and guarantees every citizen the right to
free speech. Punjab’s law is only the most
vivid recent example of a wider pattern: a
body of provisions, some colonial in
origin and some entirely contemporary,
that treat criticism of religious belief and
practice as a matter for the police rather
than public debate.

Two wrongs, one writ

Blasphemy, in the sense English
ecclesiastical law first gave the word, is an
expressive wrong: contemptuous or
irreverent speech, writing or imagery
about a god, a prophet, a scripture or a
set of beliefs. Sacrilege is a different kind
of wrong, the violation or defilement of
something set apart as sacred, whether a
place of worship, a rite, or a physical
object. It has historically been understood
as a matter of conduct, akin to trespass or
vandalism, rather than expression. The
distinction sounds academic, but Indian
law actually draws it on the statute book.
Section 298 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, carrying forward the old Section
295 of the Penal Code, punishes injuring
or defiling a place of worship with intent
to insult a religion, a sacrilege-type
offence aimed at conduct. Section 299 of
the BNS, carrying forward the old Section
295A, punishes deliberate and malicious
insult to religious beliefs by words, signs
or visible representation. Reference works
on Indian law describe this expressive
offence as the country’s general
prohibition on blasphemy.

Measured against that distinction,
Punjab’s new law does not sit cleanly on
the sacrilege side of it. The Act’s own
definition of “sacrilege” is written in two
parts: it covers any “wilful and deliberate”
act of desecration through physical
damage, defacement, burning, tearing or
theft of the Saroop, the physical volume
of the Guru Granth Sahib or part of it, but
the same clause extends sacrilege equally
to acts committed “by words, either
spoken or written, or by signs or by
visible representations or through
electronic means,” wherever this is of a
nature to hurt the religious feelings of
persons professing the Sikh faith. The first
half criminalises what is done to the book

7

itself. The second half criminalises
expressing a disrespectful opinion about
it, which is precisely the blasphemy-type
wrong the distinction above is meant to
set apart.

The line is real, but it does not always
survive contact with how these laws are
enforced. In 2007, the Karnataka editor
B.V. Seetaram, along with his wife and
co-director Rohini, was arrested after the
Kannada dailies they ran published
articles questioning the right of
Digambara Jain monks to appear naked in
public. Nothing had been physically
defiled. The entire complaint concerned
words in print, precisely the terrain the
blasphemy-type Section 295A exists to
cover. That the case still produced an
arrest and days in judicial custody shows
how quickly an expressive complaint can
escalate into criminal process once
religious offence is invoked.

A colonial ancestry

India’s principal blasphemy provision,
Section 295A of the old Indian Penal Code
(now Section 299 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita, in force since July 2024), was not
an indigenous invention. Its origin lies in
the story of Rangila Rasul, a pamphlet
about the marriages of the Prophet
Muhammad published in Lahore in May
1924 by Mahashe Rajpal, under the
anonymous authorship of an Arya
Samajist, Pandit Chamupati. The
pamphlet did not appear out of nowhere:
it was written, on the evidence of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’s own account of the affair, in
direct retaliation for an earlier Muslim
pampbhlet, Sitaka Chinala, which had
made insulting claims about Sita, the wife
of Lord Rama, and it arrived in the middle
of a decade in which Hindu and Muslim
publicists in Punjab were trading such
attacks with regularity. Rajpal was
prosecuted under Section 153A, the
general provision against promoting
enmity between communities. A

“

A rally seeking justice for the sacrilege incident of Guru Granth Sahib that took place in 2015, at Bargari village in Faridkot, on October 7, 201

magistrate convicted him in 1926, the
Lahore Sessions Court upheld the
conviction in February 1927, and the
Lahore High Court, in a judgment by
Justice Dalip Singh on May 4, 1927,
acquitted him, holding that however
malicious and wounding the pamphlet
was, Section 153A was meant to prevent
attacks on a living community, not
polemics against a deceased religious
founder, however scurrilous.

The acquittal caused precisely the
disorder the law had been trying to
prevent, and Justice Dalip Singh himself
had urged the legislature to close the gap
he had just identified. It did so quickly: a
bill was introduced within months,
refined by a Select Committee that
included Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and
enacted as Section 295A, receiving the
Governor-General’s assent on September
22,1927. The new section criminalised
“deliberate and malicious” acts intended
to outrage the religious feelings of any
class of citizens, whether by words, signs,
or visible representation, and now, under
the BNS, explicitly by electronic means.
The law arrived too late to touch the
original pamphlet, and it did not, in the
event, prevent what came next. On April
6, 1929, nineteen months after Section
295A had already entered the statute
book, a young Lahore carpenter named
IIm-ud-din stabbed Rajpal to death,
declaring that he had taken revenge for
the Prophet. Jinnah himself argued
IIm-ud-din’s unsuccessful appeal against
the death sentence; he was executed that
October. Whatever else it achieved,
Section 295A cannot be credited with
preventing the very killing its enactment
is sometimes said to have followed. In
1957, the Supreme Court in Ramji Lal Modi
versus State of Uttar Pradesh upheld the
provision’s constitutionality regardless,
reasoning that it fell within the “public
order” exception to free speech carved
out by Article 19(2) of the Constitution.

8.PTI

The reasoning has held for nearly a
century, but it rests on a fiction that has
always troubled civil libertarians: that
hurt feelings, however genuinely felt, are
equivalent to a threat to public order. A
law meant to prevent riots has, in
practice, become a general licence to
prosecute writers, film-makers, and
cartoonists whenever a sufficiently
organised group of the offended chooses
to complain. The Select Committee that
drafted Section 295A inserted the words
“deliberate and malicious” specifically to
protect social reformers who might need
to attack superstition or ill practice to
bring about change. Jinnah went further
still: addressing the Central Legislative
Assembly on 5 September 1927, he argued
that the law had to protect “those who are
engaged in bona fide and honest criticism
of a religion,” alongside historians and
truth-seekers, from being caught by the
same net meant for wanton vilification.
The trouble is that “bona fide and honest”
is not a rule so much as an invitation to a
judgment call, and it is subject to the
perspective from which it is judged.

The country that gave India this legal
inheritance has since gone the other way
entirely. In England and Wales, the
common law offences of blasphemy and
blasphemous libel, from which Section
295A’s own drafting ultimately descends,
were abolished by Section 79 of the
Criminal Justice and Immigration Act
2008, which received Royal Assent on
May 8, 2008, and took effect that July;
Scotland repealed its own common law
blasphemy offence in 2021, in force from
2024.

India inherited a colonial category of
law that its former coloniser has since
dismantled across almost all of its own
territory, and then, in Punjab’s case
nearly a century later, made its own
version of the underlying idea more
severe rather than less.

(First in a three-part series)
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19A8. A secular republic’s sacrilege problem: the legal price of criticising holy
writ in India

T gH AT ORI Y TRATar-979r Faef THEAT HRT & 9T aifdis g
AT FY FToet FreAeT

e In April 2026, the Governor of Punjab gave his assent to the Jaagat Jot Sri Guru Granth
Sahib Satkar (Amendment) Act, which criminalises sacrilege against the Guru Granth Sahib
with sentences running as high as life imprisonment.

31T 2026 H, TSI o AsguTel o ST St A I[% T4 FifeT Fehr (weiverer) rfarfamr a1 sroeh
Tl garet 1, S 7% Ty wifee & gy af=rar-aier @1 3o ST Fear § 3R e agd
JTSNa HRIGTH de ST FSIT T AT g |

e The law arrived almost immediately after passage, closing out a decade of agitation that
followed the desecration incidents at Bargari and Burj Jawahar Singh Wala in 2015, and the
police firing at Behbal Kalan that killed two protesters.

T SHlTeT TR BloF o STHIT el S, @] §31 HR 58T 2015 # q0mst 3R T Srare} g aren
¥ afd= 3y A A3 A g3t aUT TEa Fl o gfow M, rwed o gl f gy
&S o1, & S [E §U T G ol JHTalelol T FACA fehaT|

e On paper, this looks like routine State legislation responding to genuine communal hurt.

ST WX, TE Al (deh ARG AT HTed a1t o Tid Uidfhar <at arell Teh WA A el
gciid grdT g

e |n substance, it is India’s most severe working sacrilege law: a statute that punishes the
physical desecration of a sacred text with sentences up to and including life.

AT H, I HR T IH FOR THTET TFATAT-39T Fareft FIeiet & VAT lofet Si fovelr afas
e 32 1 i I31ae & AT Arshas FRIEM a% 6 &= & |

e The Constitution declares secularism part of its “basic structure,” and a law of this kind sits
awkwardly against that declaration.

T HATATIETAT 1 3T “Her FTEAT” 1 AT Siivd i & 3R 38 JHR &1 Fele 39
ﬁuﬁmﬁw%mmmﬁwgmmm%l

e It permits, and in Punjab’s case has now enacted, punishment for disrespect to religion in a
nation-state that officially professes no religion of its own and guarantees every citizen the
right to free speech.

Ig VA TS H 43 & G 31e1eR & foIv &3 T 31egafcl &ar & 3R UoTe & AT & 3719 33
lelet 1 & 37 & fm T B, Steifeh To JMTRenen &9 & fondll €17 T 3191 &3t w781 Aletelm 3R
T AR Y AHfFeafFa A Taavdr 1 3SR T Far gl

e Punjab’s law is only the most vivid recent example of a wider pattern: a body of provisions,
some colonial in origin and some entirely contemporary, that treat criticism of religious belief
and practice as a matter for the police rather than public debate.

TSI T hlefel Sha ol SH AT TG T T TISE FIAIT 3ETeR0T &: TH Fleel A=Al hT Teh
Tegg, o $o Jitafaaflis w1 & oo 31 @ § 3R Fo O T qahrel §, S e faear
3T TEROT T JTelTer=lT T WA T6H F T Ifod H7 v #A=1d g1

Two wrongs, one writ
Y YR & IITE, Teh &Y Flelell Jraeret

e Blasphemy, in the sense English ecclesiastical law first gave the word, is an expressive
wrong: contemptuous or irreverent speech, writing or imagery about a god, a prophet, a
scripture or a set of beliefs.

gufaar (Blasphemy), for® 318 31 373l €t Hae FHlslsT o HeT T U 3H 2Asq ol T4 fama a,
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T Jfreafadera Iraver g fohdll Saretr, YareR, erdAery a7 faRardl & HHg & SR 7 39ATTolelsh a1
3TATEIYUT HIYOT, oI e T =0T

Sacrilege is a different kind of wrong, the violation or defilement of something set apart as
sacred, whether a place of worship, a rite, or a physical object.

GfaaT-809T (Sacrilege) Teh 37o19T JehRR o1 3TORTET €, Torare fendit Qe o] a1 TUTeT 1 Sooitie a1
3TAROT QMR & TS afas &1 I g1, =1e a8 Ioi ¥4, Ui regsar a1 H1¢ sitfas
TE &

It has historically been understood as a matter of conduct, akin to trespass or vandalism,
rather than expression.

faeTfae ®T & 38 HTEROT FT AT AT 7471 §, S 31ffcafed & sor fasaor ar aswis &
AT g

The distinction sounds academic, but Indian law actually draws it on the statute book.

g 3 USHITcIeh ofT Hehll 8, oHfehel HRCART FTelet aTEdd 7 9 FAF-gxads & Toye ®0 & 3rerr
AT

Section 298 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, carrying forward the old Section 295 of the

Penal Code, punishes injuring or defiling a place of worship with intent to insult a religion, a
sacrilege-type offence aimed at conduct.

AR =T |RAT 1 URT 298, ST &3 AiglT hT YRI=T URT 295 T 37131 ToTei &, ferdlr et &t
AT FIA & TG T TolT T Y &7fel Tgret AT 391 FeA & AT &3 T A1981e A &; T8
HTEROT W ehigd ITell-$3T STHT 3T B

Section 299 of the BNS, carrying forward the old Section 295A, punishes deliberate and
malicious insult to religious beliefs by words, signs or visible representation.

BNS 3T &TRT 299, SiT YXT=1T &7RT 295A T 37137 TGTcll &, AT, Hahvall AT 2T HiFATFT GART
e Rreardl & STarqgra 3t gaTaaTqut srvee i &f3a el 81

Reference works on Indian law describe this expressive offence as the country’s general
prohibition on blasphemy.

HAT HlefeT IR MR Hest 7Y 58 rfeafFasra srormer &1 ger 7 Sufeer W awmea ufaeer
& ¥ H gfoTa i g

Measured against that distinction, Punjab’s new law does not sit cleanly on the sacrilege side
of it.

SH 3R T HEIEN T IGe! T, TSI T 7T lofe] shalel IFAFAT-39T & T&T H TISC & § 781
STl

The Act’s own definition of “sacrilege” is written in two parts: it covers any “wilful and
deliberate” act of desecration through physical damage, defacement, burning, tearing or theft
of the Saroop, the physical volume of the Guru Granth Sahib or part of it, but the same clause
extends sacrilege equally to acts committed “by words, either spoken or written, or by signs or
by visible representations or through electronic means,” wherever this is of a nature to hurt
the religious feelings of persons professing the Sikh faith.

JifrfTe A Taar “afaar-ser B aRemaT ey et 7 &Y 975 & SHA TR, 3T & FY A Y
st afcr 2 3ae fordY s1reT bt 3ilfareh & J &1fd Tg o, fashd hYet, STelet, WIsey AT Ry et
& ATETH U fohw 1T ol off “STerqgrant 3R FaeaTgas” B are srafasheor & enfaer o
T §; Afehet TET TTaTeITed 3o7 el T 3 FHIT & § GTAAAT-$3T & A oIl & ST “arel 7@ AT
o arw ereal, W, g7 siffcaiFaal ar soeeifae ATeAwA” & ganT v 1w g, STet 3ear
IR T8 Y Sl A dTel sTTFaT ST A1faieh STaAT31 Y 3T e arell gl

The first half criminalises what is done to the book itself.

Tl 19T ¥q9 TEsh & TTY T 7T FoT HY HRY TATAT ¢ |

The second half criminalises expressing a disrespectful opinion about it, which is precisely the
blasphemy-type wrong the distinction above is meant to set apart.
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SR 41197 S8 AR H IHATGIYOT AT SqF FIod I YT TATclT 8, i1 Steb TgT $ATAGT-THR T
IRT & W FI FATT T AR & HTUR G 376191 1T A1 A1
The line is real, but it does not always survive contact with how these laws are enforced.

I HoR AEdTdeh 8, eAfehel SoT Hefll o Tadlel & SATaGTNS ddd & HIHA T§ 3 A HIIH
+TEt g
In 2007, the Karnataka editor B.V. Seetaram, along with his wife and co-director Rohini, was

arrested after the Kannada dailies they ran published articles questioning the right of
Digambara Jain monks to appear naked in public.

2007 # Faliced o GuTGeH dr.dl. HaRHA, 3T Iooit 3R Tg-fac e Afgolt & ary, a9 TREaRr
T 1T ST9 SoTeh SART HATTI a1 & feieh FHATTRTAT o fearaT St WYt & Aol &
A9 T{A & ATYPR I T2T 33T aTel oI JhITAd fhT|

Nothing had been physically defiled.

Tt oft siifrer awq w1 srafam widt R arar am)

The entire complaint concerned words in print, precisely the terrain the blasphemy-type
Section 295A exists to cover.

X R FiX el & Tafere oY, Sreh aer &1 ford $erfeer-ysr iy 4RT 295A & AT ot
T 3eeT ¢

That the case still produced an arrest and days in judicial custody shows how quickly an
expressive complaint can escalate into criminal process once religious offence is invoked.

ﬁsraﬁsﬂnmﬁﬁﬁlimsﬂﬁ?éﬁﬁﬁammgé S g &eitaT § T enfis
3TURTET T 3TRIY SI3TTT STt & &1¢, AN TFT ¥ T Rpraa fraet d=i & smaifas gfvar
eI G B

A Colonial Ancestry

& AR fava

India’s principal blasphemy provision, Section 295A of the old Indian Penal Code (now
Section 299 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, in force since July 2024), was not an indigenous
invention.

HR T GG $feer Hatlt FTerelt T, G TR &3 At i 4T 295A (31 el 2024
T JHTAT HRATT FIATT TIET T TRT 299) HIS TIM INTASHR AT AT|

Its origin lies in the story of Rangila Rasul, a pamphlet about the marriages of the Prophet
Muhammad published in Lahore in May 1924 by Mahashe Rajpal, under the anonymous
authorship of an Arya Samajist, Pandit Chamupati.

SHehT ScTel WA T T el 7 AR &, St Y9iaR Fgeae o faaret & R 7 veh giecsr Y
3R TRl 7S 1924 F ogR & FERRT ASTITe =1 31 FAToh Gfder Fopafar & e orwsha
UgdTeT & dgd JehITrd fohar 2|

The pamphlet did not appear out of nowhere: it was written, on the evidence of Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar’'s own account of the affair, in direct retaliation for an earlier Muslim pamphlet,
Sitaka Chinala, which had made insulting claims about Sita, the wife of Lord Rama, and it
arrived in the middle of a decade in which Hindu and Muslim publicists in Punjab were trading
such attacks with regularity.

g GIEcTohT 37elTeteh 3Tecicd # T 377g AT: 3T, AR, HASHF GIRT 5 el & U= fqaRor &
T HIET o AR, $H Teh Gadclt Hieors GRecrenr, Hiarent e, & @e gfcreer & &9 7
TorET arr 4T, TSEe $97aTeT TH &Y Teaiy T & IR H {THTol1 & fhw v & 3tk 78 39
aRIeh o AT A HIHA 3775, ST Toie H feig 3R HiEeH oi@eh v Jare [@affid &9 & 58 YR
& gHA I HTETA-Yal < g U
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Rajpal was prosecuted under Section 153A, the general provision against promoting enmity
between communities.

TTSTITel O 4R 153A & TEd HASHT Tl 31T, ST FHETAT & oI AT Y Fo7aT &l & Ta%es
AT WITETT 27|

A magistrate convicted him in 1926, the Lahore Sessions Court upheld the conviction in
February 1927, and the Lahore High Court, in a judgment by Justice Dalip Singh on May 4,
1927, acquitted him, holding that however malicious and wounding the pamphlet was, Section
153A was meant to prevent attacks on a living community, not polemics against a deceased
religious founder, however scurrilous.

T ATTEET o 1926 7 3o a1 SET, AER JAH HFIE & HIAL 1927 F GG T T SR
@ 3R AR 3T FRTed o 4 73 1927 F sarefd afod fig & ot 7 37 il a fea)
ST & H1AT T GiEcen =g ettt 8 gaaeTgRor iR 3me e oiet arel &7 o g1, &RT 153A
T 3e22d fondlt SNTAT HHETT I A ol Aehedl AT, o1 oh fondll 7 enfélen FeuTdeh & faeeg,
dqTe TohdeTT 8T ITTATASTTS FT o g, faargIcAs or@sT & AdheT|

The acquittal caused precisely the disorder the law had been trying to prevent, and Justice
Dalip Singh himself had urged the legislature to close the gap he had just identified.

58 94 T ST1eT & IROTATTET Sieh TET IR 3eTeT &5, THA FTeleT Aehed T TATH T TeT 2T,
3R e gl e = T faenfaenr & 38 et Shall I T I 1 37TaTE fohar T, foraeht
3egiel 37T ggaTet r Y|

It did so quickly: a bill was introduced within months, refined by a Select Committee that

included Muhammad Ali Jinnah, and enacted as Section 295A, receiving the Governor-
General’s assent on September 22, 1927.

Rerenfichr o1 ey & O o, o5 &1 AT % ek weh Farearh srecter foma arar, oY aygeg arely
et afgd veh vav AfAfa o gRsehd foham 3k 4R 295A & & 7 ifRfafad fhar o, 54 22
FAITeY 1927 &1 ITa=R-STeATer ST TH I 9o 3|

The new section criminalised “deliberate and malicious” acts intended to outrage the religious

feelings of any class of citizens, whether by words, signs, or visible representation, and now,
under the BNS, explicitly by electronic means.

oS YR o O “SeraqgraT AR gHTaaTgol” Feat sl 3roxrer ey o, foiarenr ege et o
3 o ATRERT I NfFh HAATHT T SH T 1A &, T F s, Hehell AT G TEJ T b ATETH
¥ f3T 370 8F; 3R 319 BNS & d6d TIYE &9 § Solaciioleh ATCTAT [0 a0 ey 87 s@aT anfdrer
el

The law arrived too late to touch the original pamphlet, and it did not, in the event, prevent
what came next.

TG Hlefel Hel JREeT & Hatl & HaTS H:3 %ﬁl‘(fqu X 31T 3R 3Ad: Ig 39T glet arelr
H&T I Jeh oTaT ThT|

On April 6, 1929, nineteen months after Section 295A had already entered the statute book, a
young Lahore carpenter named lim-ud-din stabbed Rajpal to death, declaring that he had
taken revenge for the Prophet.

6 3TSIET 1929 &, URT 295A & FieTet 1 et # nfArer #¥t & 19 7 a1q, BN & U JaT 968
$oH-3&-&¥ o JTSTaTel T T ARPT §T Y & 3R gl foh 3 YaTa o forw srger foam g

Jinnah himself argued lim-ud-din’s unsuccessful appeal against the death sentence; he was
executed that October.

T & ¥ goa1-38- Qe A Yeqes & vy Irawer ardier # It Y, 39 38 9 I A
T & & TS|

Whatever else it achieved, Section 295A cannot be credited with preventing the very killing its
enactment is sometimes said to have followed.
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YRT 295A o 31T ST 87 1o [har &, oifchel T AT &Y Uehet & 916 3T ATATAIHT T a1

Foft-Faft e ST &, 3 Vvad 7 AT ST FET T ST FehaT|

In 1957, the Supreme Court in Ramiji Lal Modi versus State of Uttar Pradesh upheld the
provision’s constitutionality regardless, reasoning that it fell within the “public order” exception
to free speech carved out by Article 19(2) of the Constitution.

1957 & IS ATl AET TATH 3R S AT A H Fafed T oF ST WG St
HaErfeieh FEIT T SR WM 3R ofeh fe o Ig et o srefeda 19(2) SaRT Jifdeaierd
TadIaT R AR “die saasar 3rqare & 3idstd 377dT &

The reasoning has held for nearly a century, but it rests on a fiction that has always troubled

civil libertarians: that hurt feelings, however genuinely felt, are equivalent to a threat to public
order.

Ig doh oI9THIT U ATed) U HIIH §, oifehel T Ueh VY RO UX TR § Torde gH AR
W*mﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁm%%mﬁaﬁ@w,ma@maﬁWWH
&I, o sgavyT & fav @a & gA ¢l

A law meant to prevent riots has, in practice, become a general licence to prosecute writers,
film-makers, and cartoonists whenever a sufficiently organised group of the offended chooses
to complain.

&att &l Uehet o FOIT ST 377 hiefed cTaeR & o@al, frew faaTansit sk Frefaeet av Fean
T & T QAT QI H deof AT 8, ST 8 JHTEcl S9N T T &7 & HIAST THg RIprred

FA T A0 Jar g

The Select Committee that drafted Section 295A inserted the words “deliberate and
malicious” specifically to protect social reformers who might need to attack superstition or ill
practice to bring about change.

&R 295A T HENGT TAR F aTel wa¥ AR o “Srerqgrant 3 gafaemyot” ereal 1 faQy &
U SATAT SiIST AT TR 3eT HHATTIeh FURbI T T&TT T ST Heh Tt TR ol & ToIw
3TEITARATH AT HYAT3H TR IgR el hl HTTRIT &1 Fehell AT |

Jinnah went further still: addressing the Central Legislative Assembly on 5 September 1927,
he argued that the law had to protect “those who are engaged in bona fide and honest
criticism of a religion,” alongside historians and truth-seekers, from being caught by the same
net meant for wanton vilification.

fSiemetT 6 871 31191 1@ 5 A 1927 1 HIT Freriar Fom 1 G el §U Iegied e feram
1o hiefet T STARTHRRT AR T T TisT A dTeil o Try-ArY R et it wegmaamyet sk
$ATAGR JTATAT 3 Heraar AN 1 off 38 SiTel H HEel § T =AM, S SAAGSR HY TS
fieTcaen ATTsTT & TolT SATAT 7T AT|

The trouble is that “bona fide and honest” is not a rule so much as an invitation to a judgment
call, and it is subject to the perspective from which it is judged.

THEAT 5 & 1% “wegmmaaryget 3R $AmER” #1$ T F7# =7, afcs For &
fademfarer 1 fA#=0T § 3R I8 39 giteanor oX st & 8, Torad 3T 3iTerelet faham ST
gl

The country that gave India this legal inheritance has since gone the other way entirely.

TSI 2T ¥ R T 78 Frefalt Fawraet &1 oY, a8 9 & G kg fAoeT e # 3wt 56 gehr 8

In England and Wales, the common law offences of blasphemy and blasphemous libel, from
which Section 295A’s own drafting ultimately descends, were abolished by Section 79 of the
Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008, which received Royal Assent on May 8, 2008, and
took effect that July; Scotland repealed its own common law blasphemy offence in 2021, in
force from 2024.

g7olg 3R dow F SufAer 3R SufAecHs Aea & TIfa FiaeT af 3rawwe, STy 3ad: 9arT
295A T HElET ﬁﬁ?@lﬁg&ﬁ 2T, Criminal Justice and Immigration Act 2008 & &RT 79
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CART HATST &Y TEU 37T | 6 ATTAIH Y 8 HS 2008 T UeTeh1d Fehict TRl 3R g 34 av
Sﬁéﬁqaqmgm FhIcals o 2021 F 3191 HidA ol SeATAGT TR &Y FATCAT T fe2m, St 2024

T JHTEY B3|

¢ India inherited a colonial category of law that its former coloniser has since dismantled across
almost all of its own territory, and then, in Punjab’s case nearly a century later, made its own
version of the underlying idea more severe rather than less.

HRT & lelet 1 Ueh FitaforafRras Aoft fawrere # gre &1, ford 36 qd SufraRmancy amde o are
3796 STITSIT R &TF A AT Y e, 3 Y, IaTTe & AToel 3 SHTe7eT Ueh 2riredy a1, 7R
o 38 Fel TaaR & 39 FEHIUT 1 i e & SoTd AR 37 FOR =11 &

GS Paper Il: Governance

19 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A8 | SC Dismisses Petition Seeking Alternative to Execution by Hanging

Hafea ST F I & T forsureet i dafous {3 i Afr areh iR @iRsr fi

19A8 | Why is PM CARES Fund Keeping Large Sums Idle, Asks RTI Activist

RTI F&&aT @ §81, PM CARES Fund T8t =il & fafSer 71 @ w12

19A8 | Bihar’s alcohol ban has been a success for social wellness, data show

HTHel ¥ IdT TordT § T g & REe<! FAfos Fedmor F foT v @

19A8 | PM CARES donations have dropped, and utilisation is abysmal

PM CARES # gTeT &Y T &< 1€ § 31X &t T 393097 3rcdd e TR W E

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page18



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

9971932488
R oo

SC dismisses petition
seeking alternative to
execution by hanging
GS Il Governance ]

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday rejected a plea to
direct the government to
find an alternative to exe-
cution by hanging. The
court said the petitioner
failed to show even a single
instance of a botched exe-
cution in India.

A Bench of Justices Vik-
ram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta said that methods
like lethal injection, prac-
tised in the United States,
have a history of botched
executions.

Justice Mehta said the
court’s judgment should
not be understood as fore-
closing future constitution-
al scrutiny if compelling
scientific, medical or em-
pirical evidence emerges
against death by hanging.

The court verdict clari-
fied that it should not pre-
clude the Union govern-
ment from undertaking a
comprehensive review of
the existing method of exe-

Court said methods
like lethal injection,
practised in the U.S.,
have a history of
botched executions

cution through an expert
body comprising special-
ists in law, forensic medi-
cine and allied disciplines.

The judgment was
based on a petition filed by
senior advocate Rishi Mal-
hotra, challenging the con-
stitutional validity of Sec-
tion 354(5) of the Code of
Criminal Procedure, which
corresponds to Section 393
(5) of the Bhartiya Nagarika
Suraksha Sanhita, 2023,
which prescribed hanging
as the only method of
execution.

The court judgment re-
lied on studies that “neith-
er electrocution, nor lethal
gas, nor shooting, nor even
the lethal injection has any
distinct or demonstrable
advantage over the system

of hanging”.

19A8. SC Dismisses Petition Seeking
Alternative to Execution by Hanging

Hafea ~R—TeT o BIET & T fAsureeT
dfoas [ &Y AT arel IR @Rsr Y

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday rejected a
plea to direct the government to find an alternative
to execution by hanging.

Hafed FArTerd o FHITGAR T TFHR T BIEY gaRT
W*ﬁwﬁmﬁmﬁﬂ@aﬁﬂ
fder &or gaely e @it FT &

e The court said the petitioner failed to show
even a single instance of a botched execution in
India.

T o gl [ ATTeRTehdl AR & farsaresT
el T ofY 3T geT T 3ETERUT TEJT A A
Tawel &

e A Bench of Justices Vikram Nath and
Sandeep Mehta said that methods like lethal
injection, practised in the United States, have a
history of botched executions.

FargEfet fawe arer R Sl ¥ Agar Fr dis
o g T 3TARGT 7 379ATS ST aTell UTded SotarersT
St [afot &1 srawe fasurest &1 sfagrg &7 B

o Justice Mehta said the court’s judgment
should not be understood as foreclosing future
constitutional scrutiny if compelling scientific,
medical or empirical evidence emerges against
death by hanging.

IS AET o &gl o =aTerd & foofa &t 58 &9
F AL FHST AT a1fe & Afe a7fasr 7 wid gamr
Heges & favey o denfas, Rfdcda ar
TS WIET HHA 3T ©, Al Frenferen Fahet

T ATIT d¢ &1 ST

e The court verdict clarified that it should not preclude the Union government from undertaking
a comprehensive review of the existing method of execution through an expert body
comprising specialists in law, forensic medicine and allied disciplines.

ST o el o TS TR o I8 e AIHR 1 Flefet, BRI A fhear 3R dagy Rwat
frewaAl & arfaa foredt fawst e & Areasr & ga# fasures fafer it camae Tefer et &

TET AhT &

e The judgment was based on a petition filed by senior advocate Rishi Malhotra, challenging
the constitutional validity of Section 354(5) of the Code of Criminal Procedure, which
corresponds to Section 393(5) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023, which
prescribed hanging as the only method of execution.

Ig foroTer aitss srftraerar =R AT garT arR e @ 3maria o, forae &3 withar wfgar
Y 4R 354(5) T HAEMTIeh TEIAT T YAl &1 378 LY | Tg URT HRART AR F&Tm whear, 2023
HY URT 393(5) & 31w &, Torast wiel ot fersdret i wehaAT fafer freiRa foar arar &1

e The court judgment relied on studies that “neither electrocution, nor lethal gas, nor shooting,
nor even the lethal injection has any distinct or demonstrable advantage over the system of

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



hanging”.

=gTaTerd o foota & 37 3rearal o e R o, foesh eaR “a at faega-&s, 7 ara®
A, 7 el ARG 3R T & TTaE SR, B FY SFaEAT W FE FRAse I1 ye i amnr v

FATEI”

[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

PM CARES donations have dropped, and utilisation is abysmal

The corpus of PM CARES grew by 26% in two years despite drop in donations due to accrual of interests. However, utilisation of the funds has reduced

| DATA POINT |

Pon Vasanth B.A.

he audited financial state-
T ments of the Prime Minis-
ter's Citizen Assi: e

Transparency deficit

The delays in the release of financial statements were calculated
using Internet Archive and the metadata available in the official
website of PM-CARES Fund

and Relief in Emergency Situations
(PM-CARES) Fund, released for
the financial years of 2023-24 and
2024-25 after a delay of two years,
showed that donations had
dropped and the utilisation of
available funds was abysmally low.

The corpus grew by 25.8% bet-
ween 2022-23 and 2024-25 from
36,722 crore to 8,453 crore. Ho-
wever, in the same period, the util-
isation dropped from ¥437.9 crore
to just ¥87.5 lakh, which was
10,000 times smaller than the
available corpus (Chart 1). The
money flowing into funds through
donations and interests from cor-
pus far exceeded the money dis-
bursed since 2022-23 (Chart 2).

Moreover, “refunds” from “im-
plementing agencies” were far
higher than the money utilised
(Chart 3). Neither the details of
these implementing agencies nor
the purpose for which the refund-
ed money was originally allotted
has been made available.

Additionally, donations have al-
so dropped sharply. The growth in
the corpus was mainly due to earn-
ings through interests. In 2024-25,
the income received through inter-
est payments (3475 crore) was al-
most the same as donations (3480
crore) (Chart 4). The sharp in-
crease in interests’ income could
be attributed to the Union govern-
ment moving the corpus from sav-
ings account to fixed deposits in
2023-24 (Chart 5).

Ever since its creation as a pu-
blic charitable trust in March
2020, PM-CARES has come under
criticism for its lack of transparen-
cy, refusal to share information,
and inordinate delays in releasing
financial statements. The pro-
longed delay (Chart 6) in the re-
lease of statements coincided with
the Centre changing the auditors.

CHART 1: While the corpus of the PM-CARES Fund continued to grow, the
utilisation has dropped sharply after COVID-19 pandemic (values in % crore)

7,014 T3 8,452
- L
5,416 >

I Disbursed during the year @ Corpus held at March 31

. 6,284

3,976

3,716

FY2019-20 FY2020-21 FY2021-22 FY2022-23 FY2023-24 FY2024-25

CHART 2: Since 2020-23, the money flowing into the fund has far exceeded
the money disbursed (valuesin ¥ crore)
I Received during the year lll Disbursed during the year

7,914

3976 3716

FY2019-20 FY2020-21 FY2021-22 FY2022-23 FY2023-24 FY2024-25

CHART 4: Donations to PM-CARES Fund has considerably reduced. In 2024-25, the
income through interests’ was almost the same as the donations received

I interestincome [l Donations Refunds returned to the fund
7,914
7 8000
5
S
~ 6000 )
£ Interest income
- ¥475 crore
2 4000
s 3,017
e 2,118
g 2000 1,280
g 1,306 005
= — —

FY2019-20 FY2020-21 FY2021-22 FY2022-23  FY2023-24 FY2024-25

CHART 3: In 2023-24 and 2024-25, the money refunded by “implementing
agencies” was much higher than the money utilised (values in ¥ crore)

I Disbursed by the fund Il Returned by implementing agencies

¥324.66 crore came back;

70.88 crore went out 324.66
84.31
FY2022-23 FY2023-24 FY2024-25

CHART 5: In 2023-24, the government moved the corpus from savings accounts to
fied deposits, which was the likely reason for increase in income through interests

I savings bank accounts [l Fixed deposits Share of fixed

deposits 8,452

8000 7,014 7,173
6,284
6000 5416
4000
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2000
0 T T T T

T T
FY2019-20 FY2020-21 FY2021-22 FY2022-23 FY2023-24 FY2024-25

Corpus (in 2 crore]

CHART &: Financialyear | Date published | Delay (days)
The table shows

the delays in FY2019-20 Aug 19, 2020 141
the release FY2020-21 Feb 8,2022 314
of audited
FY2021-22 Nov 1,2022* 215
The last two FY2022-23 Dec 28,2024 638
were approved FY2023-24 Aug 17,2026 ey
together by
auditors FY2024-25 Aug 17,2026 504

19A8. PM CARES donations have dropped, and utilisation is abysmal
PM CARES & e &Y Ufr ge a1$ § 31X &e7 &1 399 3rcdd T TR w &

e The audited financial statements of the Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in
Emergency Situations (PM-CARES) Fund, released for the financial years of 2023-24 and
2024-25 after a delay of two years, showed that donations had dropped and the utilisation of
available funds was abysmally low.

T ATTRS W1 TF ATt [edfd Tgad (PM-CARES) &Y & a@madifare fadar
faavor, g 2023-24 31 2024-25 o gt & forw gy gy v &3Y & s1e FRY fovam ar3m, & gar

Tl o a1t 3 Folt 318 2 3R 3TeTetr G=RITRA T 3UANT A€ fore T X @
e The corpus grew by 25.8% between 2022-23 and 2024-25 from 6,722 crore to ¥8,453 crore.
2022-23 31 2024-25 3 ST I AT Il A 7 25.8% N JEf g% 3R Tg 6,722 F3 A g

28,453 FS 8 TS|
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However, in the same period, the utilisation dropped from ¥437.9 crore to just ¥87.5 lakh,
which was 10,000 times smaller than the available corpus (Chart 1).

gTelifeh, SAT 37T 7 U & 3T/ H T437.9 S ¥ UTH hdof T87.5 1 I 1T, St 3T
IS ST T & 10,000 [T Fo AT (A 1) |

The money flowing into funds through donations and interests from corpus far exceeded the
money disbursed since 2022-23 (Chart 2).

2022-23 ¥ &TeT 3R ST F ITed A1 & ATCTA A FI¥ A 3T qrel g1y, fTTaRa & 718 gaify
& el 31 W (T 2)!

Moreover, “refunds” from “implementing agencies” were far higher than the money
utilised (Chart 3).

g% AR, “FRITeadd TR F yred “aeamadl”, 39T $r 315 Ty F war 317w oA
(@E 3)|

Neither the details of these implementing agencies nor the purpose for which the refunded
money was originally allotted has been made available.

T Y o7 FRITeadT T fAAT ST FAGT 3T FIAT AT § 3R 7 & Tg a7 7147 ¢ o araq $Hir
S I Al &9 § B 35807 & faw mafea v arg o

Additionally, donations have also dropped sharply.

5T AR, et # off sl Prrae 3ms &

The growth in the corpus was mainly due to earnings through interests.

I # &8 AEAT: AT A et FTell T & HROTES|

In 2024-25, the income received through interest payments (X475 crore) was almost the
same as donations (%480 crore) (Chart 4).

2024-25 F SIS ST W/ YIS 3T (T475 FUF) TSI 1T (3480 FU3) & SRR AT (ATE 4) |

The sharp increase in interest income could be attributed to the Union government moving
the corpus from savings account to fixed deposits in 2023-24 (Chart 5).

SIS 31T A g3 IS J&T8 T HRUT hgy TIHR GaRT 2023-24 # FIY Y e/l QI A Aty AT
(fixed deposits) & FTUTATART FIAT ATAT ST bl § (TS 5) |
Ever since its creation as a public charitable trust in March 2020, PM-CARES has come

under criticism for its lack of transparency, refusal to share information, and inordinate delays
in releasing financial statements.

AT 2020 & Hdsifeiew 4ATE =A™ (public charitable trust) & T 3 ST TATIAT F &T¢ T &Y
PM-CARES &I YR RIAT T H#), SIThRY T ¥ ¥ SR 3 e faavor sy s &
rcaftred 3 & THT T T FTHAT T T3T B

The prolonged delay (Chart 6) in the release of statements coincided with the Centre
changing the auditors.

faaRutt T STRY et 3 g% et 4 (A€ 6) 37 3T & F1 g%, ST $g A A@ENEHI (auditors)
& T feam|
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Why is PM CARES Fund keeping
large sums idle, asks RTI activist

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan
NEW DELHI

had been refunded by im-
plementing agencies in
2024-25, no information

Q Still no information

available on sources

The PM CARES (Prime Mi-
nister’s Citizen Assistance
and Relief in Emergency
Situations) Fund received
donations of ¥480 crore in
2024-25, down about 30%
over the previous year, ac-
cording to audited finan-
cial statements for 2023-24
and 2024-25 made availa-
ble on Tuesday. Its total in-
come, however, grew to
1,279.9 crore, up 41% over
the previous year. The doc-
uments were released after
a failure to upload annual
disclosures since FY
2022-23.

The Hindu had high-
lighted the lapse on August
8

Reacting to the belated
disclosure, Anjali Bhard-
waj, co-convener of the Na-
tional Campaign for Peo-

ple’s Right to Information
(NCPRI), said in a social
media post: “Finally the
audit statement of
PMCARES Fund for 2024-
25 has been made public!
Key highlights — utilised
only 0.01% of available
8,452 crore!”.

Ms. Bhardwaj was refer-
ring to the fact that, while
the fund received a total of
¥1,279.9 crore in FY 2024-
25 from net donations, in-
terest on bank and fixed
deposits, and refunds from
implementing agencies, it
spent only ¥87.85 lakh,

3 of funds... The PM CARES Fund
continues to evade public scrutiny by
refusing to submit itself to the RTI Act
ANJALI BHARDWA]

Co-convener of the National Campaign
 for People’s Right to Information

0.01% of the fund’s closing
balance. From March 2020
to March 31, 2025, the fund
has spent less than one-
fifth (18.1%) of its total in-
come The closing balance
of PM CARES Fund stood
at ¥8,452.06 crore in FY
2024-25, 17.8% higher than
at the end of the previous
year.

Insufficient information
“Why is the PM CARES
Fund keeping such large
sums of money idle,” Ms.
Bhardwaj asked. She also
noted that while ¥324 crore

was provided on the na-
ture of these payments,
reasons for the refunds, or
the identity of the agencies
involved.

“Were refunds done to
evade accountability for
faulty equipment,” she
said. She questioned why
accompanying notes to the
audit report were not
uploaded.

Ms. Bhardwaj said a
fund set up to help citizens
during disasters, which
has accumulated thou-
sands of crores, including
from foreign sources, is
“shrouded in secrecy”.
“Still no information avail-
able on sources of funds,”
she said. “The PM CARES
Fund continues to evade
public scrutiny by refusing
to submit itself to the RTI
Act”.

19A8. Why is PM CARES Fund Keeping Large Sums Idle, Asks RTI Activist
RTI FTd&dT & 98T, PM CARES Fund a3t el &t ST 4t 7@ @1 87

The PM CARES (Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations)
Fund received donations of ¥480 crore in 2024-25, down about 30% over the previous year,
according to audited financial statements for 2023-24 and 2024-25 made available on
Tuesday.

HITIAR T 3T T AT 2023-24 3R 2024-25 & A@madfera fadar farawoi & 38R, PM
CARES (Prime Minister’s Citizen Assistance and Relief in Emergency Situations) Fund
I 2024-25 H T480 ardga:ramsrrvcrgaﬂ, i ool ¥ shT Jotelt & STaTeTar 30% A & |

Its total income, however, grew to %1,279.9 crore, up 41% over the previous year.

gTellich, SEhT Foel HTT TGHT T1,279.9 FUF &1 915, SiT TSl A ohY TofaT 3 41% 310 &

The documents were released after a failure to upload annual disclosures since FY 2022-23.
fae ¥ 2022-23 & ¥ THERIT TS FI # g Ao & a1 grdrast IR i e
The Hindu had highlighted the lapse on August 8.

The Hindu & 8 313T& 1 38 b I 3R ohaT AT

Reacting to the belated disclosure, Anjali Bhardwaj, co-convener of the National Campaign
for People’s Right to Information (NCPRI), said in a social media post: “Finally the audit
statement of PM CARES Fund for 2024-25 has been made public! Key highlights — utilised
only 0.01% of available ¥8,452 crore!”

X ¥ fopu a0 59 yahdIhIor W yfafshar g gU National Campaign for People’s Right to
Information (NCPRI) T Hg-HlsTeh 3isTfer HRE@TST o1 AIel ATSAT 9N Fgl: “3Hdd: 2024-25 %
fow PM CARES Fund #T 3itf¥e faravor andeifaren < feam aran &1 77 foig — 3uerstr 38,452
FUS H T hdol 0.01% HT 3GFNT fohar a1’
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Ms. Bhardwaj was referring to the fact that, while the fund received a total of ¥1,279.9 crore in
FY 2024-25 from net donations, interest on bank and fixed deposits, and refunds from
implementing agencies, it spent only ¥87.85 lakh, 0.01% of the fund’s closing balance.

AT HREATS 30 2T &1 Seoid Y @1 AT foh fa a§ 2024-25 % &3 F For €1,279.9 FU3 9o
gy, TSrEaT gJeer g1, der 3R Arafer STt o) SATeT YT Fieadl Tol Rt & Gred eeraradd 2nfder
oY, AfheT U Fder T87.85 oI WI [T, ST %3 T TATTT AT A T 0.01% E

From March 2020 to March 31, 2025, the fund has spent less than one fifth (18.1%) of its total
income.

A 2020 § 31 AT 2025 T, B3 o AT el T T Teh-Giaal GEaT (18.1%) & ot Fa7 @
Fargl

The closing balance of PM CARES Fund stood at %8,452.06 crore in FY 2024-25, 17.8%
higher than at the end of the previous year.

o a¥ 2024-25 & PM CARES Fund &Y AT AY T £8,452.06 FHA ET, St Moo av¥ &
37T T JereTT H 17.8% 31T &1

Insufficient Information

HYATCT ATTFRY

“Why is the PM CARES Fund keeping such large sums of money idle,” Ms. Bhardwaj asked.
AT HRedTSl o Yo7, “PM CARES Fund $aeit a3) el it fafSear w4 @ wer 27

She also noted that while ¥324 crore had been refunded by implementing agencies in 2024 -
25, no information was provided on the nature of these payments, reasons for the refunds, or
the identity of the agencies involved.

3ogiel Tg ¥ T foh 2024-25 H FATad« T4 gaRT €324 FU3 199 € 1T, oifehed o7
$TATCITaAT ShT epicl, EITaTaH oh RO AT SHE AT Tol AT hT TgaTal oh TR H IS STlTehRT
A AL IS TS|

“Were refunds done to evade accountability for faulty equipment,” she said.

3egiol IO, ‘AT Gt SUFIVN & foIT TaTaael § a9a o 3607 A eTaTodl & 15 12"
She questioned why accompanying notes to the audit report were not uploaded.

3egiel gaTel 3T %aﬁzﬁ#mmmmwmmwaﬁm
7|

Ms. Bhardwaj said a fund set up to help citizens during disasters, which has accumulated
thousands of crores, including from foreign sources, is “shrouded in secrecy”.

A ARCETST A gl ok 3T o GRTeT ATReRT T FETIAT & folT T T s, foreat fageft
Al W FIRE T FIF STAT &, “TNGANIAT & Hraor & o1 g3 g

“Still no information available on sources of funds,” she said.

3egisl hgl, “B3 & WA F T 313 oft F1E SRR 3qeTetr 78 &1

“The PM CARES Fund continues to evade public scrutiny by refusing to submit itself to the
RTI Act”.

“PM CARES Fund RTI Act & 371elieT 3Tt @ SAFR Feh AT [@IRTEAT & a7 8T 817
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Bihar’s alcohol ban has been a
success for social wellness, data show

inst women and that the ban has cost the State valuable

The authors

in violence a
revenue; these contentions are incorrect and incomplete as the crime data do not cover all violence; often, only severe violence is reported as crime

siddhesh Zadey

ecently, a report titled ‘Macro

Perspective of Bihar's

Development Achievements,

Unfinished Agenda, and the
Way Forward’ presented at the India
Policy Forum 2026 received widespread
media attention. While it is a good and
timely report, one of the
recommendations it makes is flawed from
public health and social development
perspectives: that the State of Bihar
should lift its alcohol ban.

To this end, the reports’ authors have
argued that the ban has not really led to a
decrease in violence against women and
that the ban cost the State valuable
revenue. However, these contentions are
incorrect and incomplete, respectively.

Caution with crime data
On the first: crime data from the National
Crime Records Bureau are often used as a
proxy for the most severe forms of
violence against women. Per the report,
the total number of crimes reported
against women has increased over the
years in Bihar and that this rise is not
punctuated by the alcohol ban. However,
the crime data do not cover all violence.
Often, only severe violence is reported as
crime. Instances of violence perpetrated
by family members, friends, and those
close to the victim in the community are
also rarely reported. As a result, several
instances of violence are unreported in
this data

While useful, crime
used with caution. An increase in the total
number of crimes ‘reported’ against
women can be explained by well-known

r improvements in crime reporting

in India, to de-stigmatisation, to public
awareness, to better legal aid, and to
efforts by the law enforcement. A rise in
reporting is not synonymous with there
being more crime against women per se.

Using a blanket outcome such as the
total number of crimes against women is
also problematic. Only certain crimes can
be tied to alcohol use among violent
perpetrators. An appendix figure in the
report also shows that the incidence of
rape in fact decreased or somewhat
flattened out after the alcohol ban,
especially until 2020, when the COVID-19
pandemic began. To understand policy
effects, specific outcomes tied to how
policy is intended to act will be better
than blanket outcomes.

should also be

Assessing a ban

Evidence generation and synthesis
involve description, association, and
causation. While descriptive evidence
helps allocate resources and assock

Ideally, causal evidence should drive
policy action. Well-conducted
quasi-experimental studies designed to
answer that question - e.g. “how much
did the alcohol ban reduce violence
against women?" — would be the way to
£0. An emerging body of literature on
how the ban has affected violence also
includes a couple of quasi-experimental
evaluations with better validity for causal
claims. This literature supports two
important conclusions.

First, the majority of these studies
indicate that since the ban, intimate
partner or spousal violence against
women has decreased substantially in
Bihar compared to decreases in other
States in the same period, after
accounting for several factors that could
influence this relationship. One of these
studies, in The Lancet Regional Health in
2024, concluded that the ban had
prevented more than 21 lakh cases of
violence. While there might be some
differences with respect to the extent of
reduction across physical, sexual, and
emotional violence recorded by different
studies, the reduction in intimate partner
violence overall is clear.

Second, there is a limited number of
studies investigating the effects of bans on
crime outcomes. That said, the sole
peer-reviewed quasi-experimental study
on the topic, published in mid-2024,
noted a significant drop in the number of

saults on women. More and better

helps identify patterns, neither can drive
policy action, especially for interventions.

research is certainly required to tie the
alcohol ban to crime outcomes.

A - r
Former Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar looking at a poster during the Non Alcohol Prohibition Day function in Patna. FLE PHOTO

Health economic evaluations of
the Bihar alcohol ban are key
and are currently missing: the
social value of losses has been
estimated (o be more than

s the economic gain:
from alcohol excise taxes

Studies have also assessed the effects of
the ban on non-communicable disease
outcomes such as hypertension, diabetes,

year to the Indian economy”, or around
298 lakh crore, after adjusting for tax
receipts. The social value of losses has
also been estimated to be more than
three-times the economic gains from
alcohol excise taxes.

Even if the ban is to be lifted, doing so
must not undo the health and social
benefits it has achieved. The mor
relevant question to ensure this is: over
the last 10 years, have mental health and
addiction services scaled up, public
education and awareness increased, and

2 <

and obesity and have found
reductions among men. The
aforementioned The Lancet study also
noted that the ban prevented 18 lakh
cases of overweight/obesity among men.

Taken together, the current
quasi-experimental epidemiologic
literature does not support the claim that
the ban has not worked.

Distracting binary
Further, the argument about lost State
revenue is based on an incomplete
assessment. The losses worth “14% of the
State revenue” need to ed
against the medium- and long-term
‘economic gains to society from better
population health, safety, and wellbeing.
Health economic evaluations of the
Bihar alcohol ban are key and are
currently missing, although a 2019
estimate in the International Journal of
Drug Policy estimated that alcohol use in
India is associated with “an average loss of
1.45% of the gross domestic product per

opportunities expanded?

Most importantly, ‘ban’ or ‘no ban’ are
not the only policy alternatives. The last
70 years of alcohol research worldwide,
endorsed by all major clinical and public
health organisations, including the World
Health Organization, suggest a veritable
menu of alcohol control policy options.
Policies that restrict alcohol availability,
such as rationing systems, could be a
softer intermediate step, to be
complemented with policies to control
access, economics, and education. In
other words, instead of debating lifting
the ban, the focus should be on
considering whether other, less restrictive
and enforceable policy options will be

tter.
(Siddhesh Zadey is a cofounder of the
Association for Socially Applicable
Research (ASAR) and a doctoral candidate
in the Department of Epidemiology at
Columbia University Mailman School of
Public Health. sidzadey@asarforindia.org)

THE GIST

The report ttled 'Macro
Perspective of Bihar's
Development Achievements,
Unfinished Agenda, and the
Way Forward' recommends
lifting the alcohol ban in
Bihar; however, its
contentions are incorrect and
incomplete

-

Amajority of studies indicate
that since the ban, intimate
partner or spousal violence
against women has decreased
substantially in Bihar
compared to decreases in
other States in the same period

v

The losses worth “14% of the
State revenue” need to be
balanced against the medium-
and long:term economic gains
10 society from better
population health, safety, and
wellbeing,

19A8. Bihar’s alcohol ban has been a success for social wellness, data show

ATt A IdT TordT § fF R & R FHAfSF Fearor & AT a6 @) &1

e Recently, a report titled ‘Macro Perspective of Bihar’s Development Achievements,
Unfinished Agenda, and the Way Forward’ presented at the India Policy Forum 2026
received widespread media attention.

&Il &1 7 ‘Macro Perspective of Bihar’s Development Achievements, Unfinished Agenda,
and the Way Forward’ 2fie: arell veh R1E, TS India Policy Forum 2026 # Y&dd feohar ara
T, o ST9 FfSAT T &A1=t 3T T fovam|

e While it is a good and timely report, one of the recommendations it makes is flawed from
public health and social development perspectives: that the State of Bihar should lift its
alcohol ban.

AT I8 Th IredT IR FHAIThe RAIE §, oHfehet 3T T 715 veh [AmRer wrdstfas Fareey
3w Rem & gitewion & FfReqet ¥ ag 75 & [NeR Uo7 &1 319el eREady gareT #:¢
&= anfgwl

e To this end, the report’s authors have argued that the ban has not really led to a decrease in
violence against women and that the ban cost the State valuable revenue.
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30 g 7, RO & or@ehi of e & § o avmead & Afgensit & fasqy Far # awraq # w40
e 3T$ ¢ AR IRTEAEY & HRUT AT Y HegaleT ToTed i Jehdle] S gl

e However, these contentions are incorrect and incomplete, respectively.

gTellich, I Qleit aral shaer: el A 3rqot &

Caution with crime data

I9RTEr Fael) TRe) F ufa Araum

e On the first: crime data from the National Crime Records Bureau are often used as a proxy
for the most severe forms of violence against women.

TEe &d o Ha H: IS rawrer Rais sq0 (National Crime Records Bureau) & 3(9RTe
et 31Terst &1 3TN HFaR AfGA3i & faveyr fear & aad 7R Wl & Fdhas & &9 # fhar
ST gl

e Per the report, the total number of crimes reported against women has increased over the
years in Bihar and that this rise is not punctuated by the alcohol ban.

R & sreram, fag o Afgensit & fvey Rt frw v srawmt i o w&an oo Fo a7
T¢I & 3N 56 g ARITESEN & HRUT Al FASC ST g1 AT 5 |
e However, the crime data do not cover all violence.
gTcilfoh, 3TORTY Herelt 3iehs fEam & wef ArAal 1 anfAe a8 F3a &
e Often, only severe violence is reported as crime.
HFER, Shaol IR fEaT &1 g 3790 & §9 A R frar srar gl

e Instances of violence perpetrated by family members, friends, and those close to the victim in
the community are also rarely reported.

ARER & Hewat, A= 3R Toer A NEd & foehe ot arel ot gaRT 1 a1$ T o Al off
Tgd A R P 8
e As aresult, several instances of violence are unreported in this data.
ARUTFAETEY, AT & &S ATF 3o Jiehst  Rate &t g o &1
e  While useful, crime data should also be used with caution.
T I TORTET FIERY 37Tens 3TN &, TR ofY SeTent IUATT WIaer=t & AT foham ST AT |

e Anincrease in the total number of crimes ‘reported’ against women can be explained by well-
known secular improvements in crime reporting in India, to de-stigmatisation, to public
awareness, to better legal aid, and to efforts by the law enforcement.

afge3it & faeeer RUIE FFT T 3roRTest i el T H Fefer i 7R 7 JTRTer hr Renféar 7
EU Th el URL, Ficich oh Sea{ole], STel-STIRehell, Sg hlefell TETIT HX FTefet Taeter
TS AT & YT A TASTAT ST ThalT 6 |

e Avrise in reporting is not synonymous with there being more crime against women per se.
RO fFT STt aTer AT 3 g 7 37 J1forard §9 I 75 761 & o AfFensit & feey srrmer
IFAT A TG AT E|

e Using a blanket outcome such as the total number of crimes against women is also
problematic.

ARG & faeets IraRret T ol TEAT ST SATIH RO HT 3TANT FIAT 8 FHAEAIET B
e Only certain crimes can be tied to alcohol use among violent perpetrators.

harel $o T R 1 & ffFwe it ganT v & {aeT & SISt oI Hehell B

e An appendix figure in the report also shows that the incidence of rape in fact decreased or
somewhat flattened out after the alcohol ban, especially until 2020, when the COVID-19
pandemic began.

e & e 717 ves gRfAse T & Ig 3 9T Terdr & fh eRIaad) & 91 TeTchR Y gt &
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aedd 7 FAY IS AT F6 g€ aF YT 8 a1, [4A9 &7 & ¥ 2020 T, 9 COVID-19 HFTHARY
NEGE]

e To understand policy effects, specific outcomes tied to how the policy is intended to act will be
better than blanket outcomes.

aAifer & germal wt waga & fav, 04 fafse oo, St i & sieod wsmea & ol & @Y 5
g1, earaeh IR & Jefar 7 it suah ghy

Assessing a ban
RTFEET FT IHTHeleT

e Evidence generation and synthesis involve description, association, and causation.
e &1 fAATor A aRAvor 7 goia, dgaay 3R FRET enfAe 8id &

e While descriptive evidence helps allocate resources and association helps identify patterns,
neither can drive policy action, especially for interventions.

81 qUidATcH® 18T FATHAT & HTde H TgrIal FdT ¢ IR Fgaaer yfawal Y ggamT Hial 7
HETIdT IAT S, T8 371 T A1S off, AW &9 & gEgeial & Ay 7, Afaerd wiiar wF @uia
€t Y |

e |deally, causal evidence should drive policy action.
TG T , HRUMCHS &Y DT AT FHIATS T ITYR T AT |

e Well-conducted quasi-experimental studies designed to answer that question — e.g. “how
much did the alcohol ban reduce violence against women?” — would be the way to go.

S8 YT 1 3 Sl o ToIT FeFaredrd Ire-grafare sreaaal — Sidy, “R1eaer o Afgensit &
e T I forcisll o fhaT?” — ol 39TTAT 3R AT grem|

e An emerging body of literature on how the ban has affected violence also includes a couple of
guasi-experimental evaluations with better validity for causal claims.

SRTFEEY o e o forr o wremTfareT ok €, 50 fawg X 3emal eu-wnfeey 4 g and-wmafares
HedheT o A 8, TSHT3 HRUTcH aral & T 3o S Jear g
e This literature supports two important conclusions.

Ig AMr-afec &Y Hgeaqut forsensit 1 FHLT FT ¢

o  First, the majority of these studies indicate that since the ban, intimate partner or spousal
violence against women has decreased substantially in Bihar compared to decreases in other
States in the same period, after accounting for several factors that could influence this
relationship.

Tgll, ST & ORI IETTA Tohdl &l & Toh ARTAET & a1, A3 & A% siaer anefy ar
danfeer R o fre &1 33 3rafr & SRt 31 AT 3 g% el it ot oF vl el IS R,
Safoh 37 T I THTTAAT et dTel g R T 3T I H @1 AT |

e One of these studies, in The Lancet Regional Health in 2024, concluded that the ban had
prevented more than 21 lakh cases of violence.

SoT3 W Teh 37U, it 2024 7 The Lancet Regional Health ﬁﬁ@ﬁgﬂ T, o fashy
TRt foh QRITEET o 21 @ & 3w FHT & AT 1 Vvl & Feg

¢ While there might be some differences with respect to the extent of reduction across physical,
sexual, and emotional violence recorded by different studies, the reduction in intimate partner
violence overall is clear.

e fafdiee sreageii ganT gof AR, dler 3 sraatears fFar & el 1 AT & deU & o
AR & Thdl ¢, olfohe] THT T F 3iaer arelt fFar & 3 e &

e Second, there is a limited number of studies investigating the effects of bans on crime
outcomes.

ST, 3TORTE HElT TROTAT IR RTSSET o THTET T SAlel el dlel LA shT FEAT AAT B
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That said, the sole peer-reviewed quasi-experimental study on the topic, published in mid-
2024, noted a significant drop in the number of assaults on women.

RY o, 33 fawy 4X 2024 F AT & yF1Id AT Fewal-wHifara sred- g sreaaa
A3 IR gHA o TEAT A FAgeaqot FHT of |
More and better research is certainly required to tie the alcohol ban to crime outcomes.

IRTFAT ! 3TITE Faely IRUTAT H gy & Tl ATead 9 O 30 3ilv dgav aver v

TTHAT & |

Studies have also assessed the effects of the ban on non-communicable disease outcomes
such as hypertension, diabetes, and obesity and have found substantial reductions among
men.

TG o I T AT, AT 3R AT S A-w=Try Qi § Faferd aRomAT o1 o eReEy
STHTET ST 3TTeholeT TohaT & 3R qosT & So7a qAieey sl u1g Bl

The aforementioned The Lancet study also noted that the ban prevented 18 lakh cases of
overweight/obesity among men.

39ded The Lancet 3ede o Ig 3 Seold fohdT f&h SRIEEE o gosii 7 18 o rfaw
TAA/ARY F AT I AT

Taken together, the current quasi-experimental epidemiologic literature does not support the
claim that the ban has not worked.

THI T H SWT ST A TAATT -9 fars AgaAR)-faae gatf eier-wifger s gra o1 gada
TET T Toh ARTSEGT THTAT 6T 6l o

Distracting binary — $&@Ie aTelT gfa3muRY a&

Further, the argument about lost State revenue is based on an incomplete assessment.
58 HAR, T T F TSI # §§ gl 7 ch Teh YOV Tehefd T 3TUTRA &

The losses worth “14% of the State revenue” need to be balanced against the medium- and
long-term economic gains to society from better population health, safety, and wellbeing.

‘T F TSTET & 14%” & SR gl aTell GIIAAT T 3Tehole 95 ATEIELT, gwmaﬁtw
T AT & glet aTe ALIH 3T refantiores 3Teh omat & HesT 7 v S =nfgu|

Health economic evaluations of the Bihar alcohol ban are key and are currently missing,
although a 2019 estimate in the International Journal of Drug Policy estimated that alcohol
use in India is associated with “an average loss of 1.45% of the gross domestic product per
year to the Indian economy”, or around %98 lakh crore, after adjusting for tax receipts.

e 3 eRTaedY & FareeT-3nfde FearFe 3chd Agcaqul 8 3R THTT H SeTeht 3719 ¢,

T 2019 # International Journal of Drug Policy & FehTTRIc Teh 3HeTHTel & TR, HRcl o
R T HeleT “HRAT IITTEAT T ool BXe] 3cUIG oh Tict a¥ AT 1.45% T gTier” & ST
&, S T UIfCTaT Sl TATNTST et o J1G IITeT3T T98 AT FUS & SR &

The social value of losses has also been estimated to be more than three-times the economic
gains from alcohol excise taxes.

gIfardT & WATTS Hed T oAl RIT TR T 1T 3G Yoh T i arer 3T oy i
JoAaTT A efter 37T F 31t e AT |

Even if the ban is to be lifted, doing so must not undo the health and social benefits it has
achieved.

e IRIGEEY T GATCT oY AT ST @Y, aY VAT i THIT SHY Yo Fareey 3 aATfore amsit
& AT 181 8lel Sl ARV

The more relevant question to ensure this is: over the last 10 years, have mental health and

addiction services scaled up, public education and awareness increased, and employment
and educational opportunities expanded?

58 giARad et & fav 3t grafare ueat Ig §: Moo 10 awt & #ar Amfis wawer sik
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m:rziﬁa"r@maﬁa:rﬁwgm%, waﬁaﬁafﬂmaﬂimﬁa@ﬁg@% GEIEI
ST 3R ATeTh 3R 7 FIecr g3 2

e Most importantly, ‘ban’ or ‘no ban’ are not the only policy alternatives.
T HgeaqoT a1 I & o ‘RIaady a1 ermaadt e & v Afoera fasmed 781 8

e The last 70 years of alcohol research worldwide, endorsed by all major clinical and public

health organisations, including the World Health Organization, suggest a veritable menu of
alcohol control policy options.

fareaert # Roel 70 awt & erma waeht vy, foiwg faea Fareew warear wfed el yow Rifscdy
3R TraSfae TaEeT ST BT FHAT UTed §, RT fAT=0T & forw Sifaera faswenr fr v
farecqer #@eT Teqd X ¢ |

e Policies that restrict alcohol availability, such as rationing systems, could be a softer

intermediate step, to be complemented with policies to control access, economics, and
education.

QTS Y 3T 1 AR et arelt s, S Irerfefar gonforat, veh 3r9atiehe oA ALgad
e g1 Tl ¢, See Tgd, 3remes AR R ot FAafd et arelt it & &rer qyeh aefra s
ThdT Rl

e |In other words, instead of debating lifting the ban, the focus should be on considering whether
other, less restrictive and enforceable policy options will be better.

G Arsel A, ARTFEET el U FgH il & So1d 58 Tcl I [aaR &htel UX &ATeT ahieie fohar STl
TMET o 7 37, FH FiaauTcrs AR gomel 70 § a1 fre 31 geet arer Aifdera fswes sgax
gl
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Time to push back
The US. has been emboldened to make

increasing demands on India
T he latest accusation levelled by the Unit-

ed States against India has the potential

to be the most harmful to the Indian eco-
nomy. A recent White House report, naming
around 40 countries in all, has said that India
ranks among the top ‘enablers’ of China’s evasion
of U.S. tariffs. The accusation is that India and
these other countries are importing Chinese
goods, making minor modifications to them, and
then exporting them to the U.S. at lower tariffs
than what Chinese goods would have faced. The
fact that Chinese imports form a significant pillar
of Indian manufacturing is no secret. Yet, the na-
ture of these imports is slowly changing. India is
gradually moving away from importing finished
products, making cosmetic changes, and selling
them. Instead, the share of intermediate goods in
Indian imports from China has been steadily ris-
ing. That is, India is doing much of its own as-
sembly and manufacturing in several sectors
now, relying on China and other countries for the
parts needed. This shift is an important step to-
wards full-scale manufacturing in India. The U.S.
has not yet announced punitive actions based on
its assessment of apparent Chinese tariff evasion,
though that eventuality is conceivable. However,
should it do so, India must resist bowing to U.S.
pressure on this issue. As even the government
has admitted, Chinese imports right now are an
important part of the Make in India story.

The fear of India bowing to U.S. pressure is
based on precedent. In his first term as U.S. Presi-
dent, Donald Trump railed against India’s tariffs
on high-end motorcycles. In 2018, India cut these
tariffs to 50% from the earlier 60%-75%, and then
cut them further to 40% in February 2025, before
trade deal talks had even started. Similarly, it
slashed the import duties on shrimp feed and its
components in the February 2024 Budget, a key
ask of the U.S. It did the same with tariffs on fro-
zen duck and turkey. The pressure of the 50%
punitive tariffs pushed India to diversify away
from Russian oil, despite India’s strident claims
of energy sovereignty and the discount it was re-
ceiving. Russia’s share in India’s oil imports fell to
below 20% in January 2026, from nearly double
that when the 50% tariffs were imposed six
months earlier. This had happened with Vene-
zuelan oil in 2019 as well. It was the West Asia cri-
sis, and the U.S.s temporary reprieve, that has
seen India turning back to Russian oil. Allowing
FDI in the e-commerce inventory model, as India
recently did, was something Amazon had been
lobbying for for a decade, and a dilution of India’s
long-held stance. The U.S. can wield immense
pressure and so concessions are understandable.
But that has emboldened it to make increasing
demands. India needs to start pushing back.

19A8. Time to push back
gfaIer ¥ T TAT

Time to push back

gfaer I 1 9AT

e The latest accusation levelled by the United States
against India has the potential to be the most harmful to the Indian
economy.

TIFA T HANFT GART R I TMAT AT AT FRT HRAT
eTTEdT & fav Tod 317 gifasre gy gl I &7 dT I@ar 8

¢ A recent White House report, naming around 40 countries
in all, has said that India ranks among the top ‘enablers’ of China’s
evasion of U.S. tariffs.

gleT 1 sgTge g13W RulE, fSraet et oraTeraT 40 &2l & =A1e7 feram aram
&, AT & o TR T AT AR et ¥ T F werwar F
T e a7 AfAer g

e The accusation is that India and these other countries are
importing Chinese goods, making minor modifications to them, and

then exporting them to the U.S. at lower tariffs than what Chinese
goods would have faced.

3R I ¢ T R 3R 377 o et aeqait 1 A ¢ 3737
AR HMETT d 8 3R T 3¢ A o Yoo T IARHT forafier
A &, S EreY et TEG3HT IR A9 @ AT ok F A B

e The fact that Chinese imports form a significant pillar of
Indian manufacturing is no secret.

I AT IS TEET o181 ¢ 1o At AT IR fafaaATor &1 van
HEcaqUT TR B

¢ Yet, the nature of these imports is slowly changing.
oY &, 3o7 JmaTall &y wpfer - ager W@

¢ India is gradually moving away from importing finished
products, making cosmetic changes, and selling them.

IRT - IR 3cT1ET 7 3T FI, 3940 @G a5 g Flad
3R 3% Fu Hr AT A I ST @8

e Instead, the share of intermediate goods in Indian
imports from China has been steadily rising.

$8h T, <ol ¥ HRCT o 3T & Aegaelt aEgt (intermediate
goods) & REAGHY TR 9¢ Wl gl

e Thatis, India is doing much of its own assembly and manufacturing in several sectors now,
relying on China and other countries for the parts needed.

37T, AR 319 3 &¥1 H 3797 TR rdwel 3 AR 1 Tag F @, S&fn
3T Goit & fov =iet 3R 3w et X e Bl
e This shift is an important step towards full-scale manufacturing in India.

g Seolrd AR H ToF Joma ox Rfasfor i fgen & v #wgeayqol weA &

e The U.S. has not yet announced punitive actions based on its assessment of apparent
Chinese tariff evasion, though that eventuality is conceivable.

3ARET o HIAT et Yem-aRER & 39 3TeholeT & HTUR W 3787 Teh IS ESTcHh HRATS
N AST Hr &, gTeirter AiasT 7 VY FEATT 3= glet T THTTAT A SABR 78T [haT ST HehdT|

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page29



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

However, should it do so, India must resist bowing to U.S. pressure on this issue.

gTelifeh, ITe 3ARET TAT AT &, Y 8- T 36 FHee TR IHANFY gara & 3wt et 7 v
HTAT TR

As even the government has admitted, Chinese imports right now are an important part of the
Make in India story.

ST o T9T TR A ot TR FAT 8, aade & DA AT ‘A 3 S3AT Y gl 7 Th
Agca ol fewar &

The fear of India bowing to U.S. pressure is based on precedent.

R o AR o o 13T STohot hT JTTRIRT & IGTEVI TR MR B |

In his first term as U.S. President, Donald Trump railed against India’s tariffs on high-end
motorcycles.

HARSY ITgufa & T F 39 Ige FRIFTA H SleAles ¢F o HRd GaRT Iog-Fad Aeag il
Y ST AT YRl T TTelrerar 1 2|

In 2018, India cut these tariffs to 50% from the earlier 60%-75%, and then cut them further to
40% in February 2025, before trade deal talks had even started.

2018 # 3R & ST Yoehl T 6o & 60%-75% F TETHT 50% X 1T 3R Y Hady 2025 &
3o 3T gera 40% FT feam, STafe s gasia & fow sra=ha 3refr gmaﬁaﬁgézm

Similarly, it slashed the import duties on shrimp feed and its components in the February
2024 Budget, a key ask of the U.S.

Sl G, HRaT 2024 & FoTe H HR = ST IR 3R 3qF el W AT Yo 7 7Ry el
o, SiY AR T Teh TG HIIT 2|

It did the same with tariffs on frozen duck and turkey.

HR 1 STH §T W@ I Toht I MMT 7T Yehi & A 371 T € fham|

The pressure of the 50% punitive tariffs pushed India to diversify away from Russian oil,
despite India’s strident claims of energy sovereignty and the discount it was receiving.

50% &3TcH® Yeohl & GaTd o SRl I T el A A fA9RAT & fafaerdr ot & fore 9Re fora,
STaIfeh $TRT STMTAR 37T FaiT HISCAT ST il A STaT e IgT AT 3R 38 T el W e o f&er
W |

Russia’s share in India’s oil imports fell to below 20% in January 2026, from nearly double
that when the 50% tariffs were imposed six months earlier.

HRA & ool ATATT H T T FEAGHT Faat 2026 H 20% & i 31 715, Fafh o7 AL agel
50% Jeeh ST STt o FHI Tg oAaT81T ST ST AT |

This had happened with Venezuelan oil in 2019 as well.

2019 H JAFTET & el & HHe H o7 AT ¥ 3T 2T

It was the West Asia crisis, and the U.S.’s temporary reprieve, that has seen India turning
back to Russian oil.

I fas vt d@e 3R 3R garT & 715 3reurl Tga & oY, forass FRoT (R | R
Y A Fr IR T |

Allowing FDI in the e-commerce inventory model, as India recently did, was something
Amazon had been lobbying for for a decade, and a dilution of India’s long-held stance.

HR SR 8TeT & 7 §-HleAd et Arsel 7 FDI Y IregAfer ot Tl Afer oY forawh fow 3mvsrer
Teh G2Teh U llTeieT s Y@T T, 3R Ig HRd & o THT T ol 3T Ig TG A &Il &l Tehe AT

The U.S. can wield immense pressure and so concessions are understandable.

3ANPT TTF ST STelat T &THAT QAT ¢ 3R safaT NI Y GHST ST haT B

But that has emboldened it to make increasing demands.

AfheT ST 3 TAR Tt ALY FIet BT NeqTEA Fel B

India needs to start pushing back.

T T 3T FTRYET FTAT Y HIT g1 |
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Peacekeeping 19A8. Peacekeeping personnel serving in Lebanon
personnel serving in  d==e # Yara anfa AT+
Leban()n ¢ Human Rights Watch has called on the United Nations to

7 500 Human Rights mandate ends this year.
°

Watch has o TAA UFTH i o WIFA TS & 58 a¥ nifcy Afevent 1
called on the ; : :
United Nations to keep an international m & ae & AT H T AR gl T e TATC TG

keep an international force in Lebanon after its peacekeepers’

force in Lebanon after its peacekeepers’ T 3TEdTeT har %’|
mandate ends this year. The force in e The force in southern Lebanon, UNIFIL, has been in place
southern Lebanon, UNIFIL, has been in since 1978

place since 1978. Last year, however, the

UN Security Council, under U.5. pressure, o iUl 9T & UNIFIL ST 1978 & deTTd g1

decided to end its mandate. en e Last year, however, the UN Security Council, under U.S.
pressure, decided to end its mandate.

o glailteh, oo a¥ WYFd g JR&T IR o ARAY Ga1a & sHAT FRIHS FATCH A I @0

Toram|

UN watchdog ‘finds tonnes of
nuclear material at Syria site

Agence France-Presse

The undisclosed site

DAMASCUS

The head of the UN’s nu-
clear watchdog said Tues-
day its inspectors had
found several tonnes of nu-
clear material in Syria, at a
site Damascus reported to
the agency last month.

The inspectors visited
two sites, one in Deir Ezzor
and “a second location re-
lated to the nuclear mate-
rial identified by Syria re-
cently”, according to a
joint statement.

Speaking at a news con-
ference in Damascus, Ra-
fael Grossi, the head of the
International Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA), praised
Damascus’s “courageous
decision” to report the un-
disclosed site, which dates

dates back to the
rule of ousted
former leader
Bashar-al-Assad

back to the rule of ousted
former leader
Bashar-al-Assad.

“We are talking about a
few tonnes of nuclear ma-
terial that could be put to
bad use,” he said, promis-
ing that it would be put un-
der international
safeguards.

Speaking at a joint press
conference with Grossi, Sy-
ria’s Foreign Minister
Asaad al-Shaibani said:
“On July 17, we sent an offi-
cial letter to the agency, in
which we declared of our

own free will the presence
of nuclear materials at an
undeclared site within the
legacy left by the former
regime.”

Mr. Shaibani said techni-
cal assessments indicated
that the materials do not
pose a risk, adding that
they “will remain in Syrian
national custody and sub-
ject to the agency’s safe-
guards system”.

Mr. Grossi, meanwhile,
said “this material will be
accounted for, will be put
within the international sa-
feguards system”.

Syrian and IAEA experts
will work together to safely
store the materials, he
said. “We are starting to
turn a page, and turning a
page does not mean forget-
ting the past”.

19A8. UN Watchdog ‘Finds Tonnes of Nuclear Material’ at Syria Site

HYFA TS Y GIATY] FATRIEA HEAT Y HRAT F TF T G oA - 8 GATI] [y

el
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The head of the UN’s nuclear watchdog said Tuesday its inspectors had found several tonnes
of nuclear material in Syria, at a site Damascus reported to the agency last month.

TYeFT TS T IATY] FATRIEA T YT & JH7Q o FITAAR Y g foh 38 fAeent 1 dhikar 7 v
I R F &I AT FrAAY TN 8, Torgeh STarehll &1 o ool 7l Toidt & & 2|

The inspectors visited two sites, one in Deir Ezzor and “a second location related to the
nuclear material identified by Syria recently”, according to a joint statement.

Ueh GYFl 91T & 3TAR, fAdarent o & erell &1 ST o, foietdt & veh dR war-aik # ar 3ik
GERT “gTeT &1 & AT @R Fafegd wRaro] Al & deiftrd Ture o
Speaking at a news conference in Damascus, Rafael Grossi, the head of the International

Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), praised Damascus’s “courageous decision” to report the
undisclosed site, which dates back to the rule of ousted former leader Bashar al-Assad.

GfARH # Teh HATGATAT Faleled T TN O il §T HAWISET IATY FAT Toidll (IAEA) & 97T
TWHS AT 7 T HIEET Al U HA-3HG o ATHAR U HATcT 36 AT T T STTARRY
ol & fAaes & “arefle Aok S arrgar $i

“We are talking about a few tonnes of nuclear material that could be put to bad use,” he said,
promising that it would be put under international safeguards.

3+gIe] gl “GH F Tl IIATY] WHIAY 1 ST T I8 &, ToTaent gFadiaT foham ST aehcT &, 3R
3TTRETHCT e foh S8 IARRATSERT FR&TT 3UTAT o 37efleT T@r v

Speaking at a joint press conference with Grossi, Syria’s Foreign Minister Asaad al-Shaibani
said: “On July 17, we sent an official letter to the agency, in which we declared of our own
free will the presence of nuclear materials at an undeclared site within the legacy left by the
former regime.”

AT & AT FYFT HaTGeTcl FEAoleT 3 FRAT & T4 #r 3re rer-Aarelt o g, “17 Jolrs 1
§H ol 1 Ueh AAHIRG I AT, [T6 e 379e0 SToT @ 4 AHeT 1 fawraa & 3icea
3771 dTel Teh 3TEN YT Tl R ITHATO] WA 1 AT hHT eyor )"

Mr. Shaibani said technical assessments indicated that the materials do not pose a risk,
adding that they “will remain in Syrian national custody and subject to the agency’s
safeguards system”.

At Q1T 7 FgT T ThATY AT Aa] T Tohd Her & fF 57 Grafoat & :15 @ar-grg 3k g
TR ¥ Ty TRTET 7 el AT vorH Fr Fat yomelr & srefler et

Mr. Grossi, meanwhile, said “this material will be accounted for, will be put within the
international safeguards system”.

58 &, A AT S gl “F/ AT HT G A@T-SRET T@T SATTIAT 3 FH AR FIAT Jorrelt
& it @1 AT’

Syrian and IAEA experts will work together to safely store the materials, he said.

3giel &gt foh WRATS 3 IAEA F TRIweT 37 FATIAT bl TRI&TT T & T & TAT ffereny o
H|

“‘We are starting to turn a page, and turning a page does not mean forgetting the past”.

“FH TF 9T HEATT € FI ¢ ¢, AN A7 AT 6 FI 7 344 Irelied Y 37T AT 7871 217
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19A8

India’s crude import bill up 41% in July on West Asia crisis

afRes TRIAT Whe F FROT TS F R FT Foa ol FT AT faeT 419% T

19A8

India’s projected Gross Domestic Product growth in FY27
fa 97w 2027 F R i ITAITAT Fhel B 3cUIG g

Centre to procure 405 key
defence components locally

ALl V
NEW DELHI

The Department of De-
fence Production (DDP)
has notified the sixth Posi-
tive Indigenisation List,
comprising 405 strategical-
ly important defence items
with an estimated business
potential of ¥3,070 crore,
in another push to reduce
dependence on imports
and promote domestic de-
fence manufacturing.

After their successful in-
digenous  development,
these items will be pro-
cured from Indian indus-
try, the Ministry of Defence
said.

According to the Minis-
try, the list includes line re-
placeable units, sub-sys-
tems, sub-assemblies,
spares, components and
raw materials.

Under the 405 items, 16
pertain to the Indian Coast
Guard, while 389 are asso-

Su-30MKI is among the systems and platforms listed in the
domestic defence manufacturing list. PTI

ciated with defence public
sector undertakings
(DPSUs).

The items span a wide
range of platforms and sys-
tems, including the ad-
vanced light helicopter,
light utility helicopter,
Su-30MK]I, light combat air-
craft and AL-31FP engine.
The list also covers compo-
nents for armoured plat-
forms such as the T-72,
T-90 and BMP-II, warships,

missile systems, including
Konkurs-M, Invar and
MRSAM, and defence elec-
tronics such as radars, so-
nars, fire-control systems
and satellite communica-
tion systems. High explo-
sive anti-tank ammunition
and other critical defence
equipment have also been
included in the list.

The detailed list has
been uploaded on the SRI-
JAN Defence Portal.

19A8. Centreto procure 405 key defence components locally

&% 405 YHE T&T HeH! T FANT Fa¥ W &g F39m

e The Department of Defence Production (DDP) has notified the sixth Positive Indigenisation
List, comprising 405 strategically important defence items with an estimated business
potential of ¥3,070 crore, in another push to reduce dependence on imports and promote
domestic defence manufacturing.

T&TT 391G fasImer (DDP) #f T8 FhRIcH® Fagefidior @t (Positive Indigenisation List)
siftrgfa 1 g, forae Torehfore v & Ageaqet 405 14T aEq¥ A § 3R foeTe sreganfara
3,070 F3 Y SATGAIASF &THAT ©; T AT T AT A hTet 3 ey 8T Fafersior st
FoTaT St Y feem & vk IR v &
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After their successful indigenous development, these items will be procured from Indian
industry, the Ministry of Defence said.

YT FHATI = gl foh GoToh Tohol TAGT FashT & 1e; 37 IEI3HT T Tlie AR Sggrer &
STaaY|

According to the Ministry, the list includes line replaceable units, sub-systems, sub-
assemblies, spares, components and raw materials.

HATCIT & HTER, 38 Il 7 arget Readiaer gfared, 39-yonfaat, 3u-srdaeh, TR 91éw, Teh
3R =T AT anfAa €

Under the 405 items, 16 pertain to the Indian Coast Guard, while 389 are associated with
defence public sector undertakings (DPSUS).

405 FEIHT A § 16 HRCAT TETF ae ¥ HATA ¢, STafeh 389 TEIT &1 WS ek &1 &
39%AT (DPSUs) ¥ i g

The items span a wide range of platforms and systems, including the Advanced Light
Helicopter, Light Utility Helicopter, Su-30MKI, Light Combat Aircraft and AL-31FP
engine.

ol A&t A fafPest e & Colewhiel AR gonferar enférer &, Sreet vsaies ase gfawieey,
arse gfefadt efdreicex, Su-30MKI, e FiFdT TIRFFE A AL-31FP §oiet aMTfAeT g1

The list also covers components for armoured platforms such as the T-72, T-90 and BMP-II,

warships, missile systems, including Konkurs-M, Invar and MRSAM, and defence
electronics such as radars, sonars, fire-control systems and satellite communication systems.

A T-72, T-90 AR BMP-11 S1 ST, TIchiA! & Besh, Jegdrd, Konkurs-M, Invar 3R
MRSAM &fgd fBamser Jonfordt aUm TR, R, FRR-heid Aved 3R 399 §ar yonfaat
ST T&TT Solagitaery off enfier §1

High explosive anti-tank ammunition and other critical defence equipment have also been
included in the list.

Foa-fAemes &-Aeft aMem-areg (High Explosive Anti-Tank Ammunition) 31 3/ Hgcaqof
T&TT 3UHIUTT ol T 58 FET & QAT fohar ar AT 3|

The detailed list has been uploaded on the SRIJAN Defence Portal.

fa¥ce g2 SRIJAN Defence Portal 9% 379l & &1 918 &1
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What drives corporate investment?

Corporate investment asa share of GDP in India has declined sharply since demonetisation, with the fall persisting despite tax cuts and a low-interest-rate regime;

smaller firms fa

er interest costs, while larger firms are constrained by demand: reviving investment requires govt. expenditure to push profitabi

ECONOMIC NOTES

orporate investment, as a share
of GDP, has been declining in
India for some time now (Chart

1). This trend raises an
important question: what explains this
prolonged decline?

A few things stand out in Chart 1.
Corporate investment in India took off in
2004, when it jumped almost four
percentage points, from 6.5% to 10.3%.
After rising during the dream run of
India’s growth story, it fell during the
Global Financial Crisis (GFC), but began a
steady revival till demonetisation hit the
economy in 2016 (marked by a vertical
line in the chart). Since then, the decline
has been singular. So much so that the
share has not even returned to the low
levels during the GFC (see the horizontal
dashed line).

This last point is the most damning.
‘The global economic crisis was an
external shock beyond India's control,
whereas demonetisation was a
selfinflicted shock. To be sure, there was
another external shock — Covid - in
2020-21. But the decline in investment
had started a few years earlier.

What determines investment?

‘Think of building a factory. A factory has
along life, so you need to take many
things into account over its lifetime before
committing to building one. What are the
factors that may influence this decision?
‘The three most important factors are
likely to be: the expected profitability
from selling the goods the factory
produces; the confidence with which you
can predict those profit rates over the
factory’s lifetime; and the cost of credit,
especially if the level of i

"l-.l....l“l“\ | ;\.‘\

GETTY IMAGES

The investment slump

Corporate investment in India as a share of GDP has been declining since demonetisation.
What explains the prolonged slowdown?

What is needed is to h the
rofitability curve outwa

which would increase investment

by both small and large firms.

This can be achieved only if

government expenditure acts as

THE GIST

v

Corporate investment as a
share of GOP has declined

an autonomous stimulus

be higher than the market rate of interest.
Second, if a firm has to borrow from the
market to invest, the cost of credit will
play a role. This cost is likely to rise as
firms take on more loans in proportion to

sharply
falling below even the levels
seen during the Global
Financial Crisis; the decline
began before the Covid shock.

v

Investment depends on
expected profitability,
f

the funds they are itting to the
project. So, up to a point given by firms"
own capital, the cost curve may be flat,
but it rises steadily after that. This
‘principle of increasing risk’ was
proposed by Michal Kalecki, which meant
the system is rigged against small
capitalists, even when small and large
capitalists have the same blueprint of a
technology. Access to capital, a priori,
begets more capital.

Does size matter?
What is interesting in this story is that for
the smaller firms with very low levels of
own capital, the cost curve starts rising
way sooner than the larger firms and may
cut the upper portion of the profitability
curve (panel (a) of Graph 1). Investment
for such firms, therefore, may be
constrained by the availability of credit.
Interest costs, therefore, would be quite
high for such firms. For the larger firms,
their own capital may be so high that the
cost curve cuts the profitability curve on
its vertical portion (panel (a) of Graph 1).
Such firms are limited by the market
instead of finance. Interest costs may not
be consequential.

Chzr( 2 shxrws that such a broad

crosses your own available funds, needed
to build the factory in the first place. The
story becomes even more interesting
when we bring in firms of different sizes
because what constrains investment
varies across firm size. Let us see how.

As for the first factor, most industries
have economies of scale. Larger
equipment, factories, and workspaces
have higher profit rates compared to their
smaller counterparts. Thus, expected
profitability rises with the size of
investment, as shown by the
upward-sloping portion of the
profitability curve in Graph 1. However,
each firm has an upper limit to how much
it can sell and, consequently, an upper
limit to the size of the factory,
represented by the vertical portion of the
profitability curve in Graph 1. If it invests
more than that, that part of the factory
will go to waste given that the firm cannot
cross the sales set by its share in the total
market.

The second factor ~ the confidence
with which a firm holds these
expectations — determines the position of
the profitability curve. A high level of
confidence, what john Maynard Keynes
called ‘animal sj
profitability curve would move outward
and the reverse if the capitalists are
pessimistic about the future. An
economy-wide shock of demonetisation
pushed the profitability curve inward
across the board (dashed blue curve in
panel (b) of Graph 1) both because
immediate profitability declined and
because the credibility of future policy
steps became suspect. This fall may be so
drastic that it pushes small firms below
the cost of credit curve altogether, forcing

GRAPH 1: What determines investment
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CHART 1: Corporate investment inIndia As a share of GOP (in %)
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®17.3

12 Share during the
global crisis

Ve

across size, by and large,
holds for the Indian manufacturing
sector. We have compiled a balanced
panel data set of listed firms in the
manufacturing sector between 2000 and
2024 from the Prowess dataset and
categorised them in three sizes — small,
medium, and large. Smaller firms have
lower profitability but higher interest
costs, whereas the larger firms have
higher profitability but lower interest
costs, as expected in Graph 1.

What does this mean for investment?
This asymmetry across firms of different
sizes has some interesting implications.
Even a fall in the rate of interest may not
revive investment among smaller firms
(dashed yellow line in panel (c) of Graph
1. For a large firm, which i not

0
200001 200304 200607 200910 201213 2015-16 201819 202122 202425
Source: Authors’ calculations, Database on Indion Economy, RB!

d by credit in the first place,
such a policy would have no impact.
Cost-side policy interventions, including
tax cuts, may not have mucl

CHART 2: C FInd firms

(1) These figures are calculated from a balanced panel of manufactured firms with 1,224 firms between
2000-24. Data for these firms have been taken from ProwessIQ. (2) The median capital stock varies from 14.5
crore, 156.8 crore, and 1,745.9 crore (allin 2011-12 prices) for small, medium, and large firms, respectively

0135 0099

Rate of profit (r) Interest costs (i)

y impact on i This
may help explain why corporate
investment has not responded despite the
corporate tax cut from 30% to 22% in
2018, along with the low-interest-rate
regime followed by the RBI.

What is needed instead is to push the
profitability curve outward, which would
increase investment by both small and
large firms. This can be achieved only if
government expenditure acts as an
stimulus. That will create

. -
0.125 A 0,091 R
o1 0.083
/ .
0.105% 0075
Small Medium Large Small Medium Large

Source: Azad ond Chowdhury

them out of business — exactly what firm that is not interested in building the

happened to many MSMEs during this
period.

‘The third factor  interest rates — could
matter for two different reasons. First, a

factory has the option of parking its
money in assets am\gﬂusr.\ten(

demand actively and push the
profitability curves outward. But this
would mean giving up on being a fiscal
hawk and instead listening to the youth
protesting on the streets asking for gainful
employment.

(The authors are a pan of lhe DevMac

interest. For there to be any
therefore, expected profitability needs to

network,
which seeks pluralism in Economics)

and the cost and availability of
credit, with smaller firms facing
higher financing constraints
than larger firms.

v

Lower interest rates or tax cuts

not revive investment if
firms lack demand; stronger
goverment spending could
instead boost demand, push
profitability higher and
encourage investment across
firms.

19A8. What drives corporate investment?

FRURC AT T 771 INT Far 2

e Corporate investment, as a share of GDP, has been declining in India for some time now
(Chart 1).

HR H GDP ¥ 8 & w7 & FRURT fAder o o T77 § AR ge @8 (T 1) |
e This trend raises an important question: what explains this prolonged decline?

Ig Y9 Teh Agcaqut Ueet 3oTch §: 56 eaifors fRrae $Y sarear #4187
e A few things stand out in Chart 1.

qE 1 H F5 a1 34T T F T 77 F T 377t §

e Corporate investment in India took off in 2004, when it jumped almost four percentage points,

from 6.5% to 10.3%.
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A 7 PRUNE AL =7 2004 & A I THSY, SIS FHH ST TR AR 3eb H1 Jafer g5 31K

Ig 6.5% T TG 10.3% 8T ITT|

Atfter rising during the dream run of India’s growth story, it fell during the Global Financial
Crisis (GFC), but began a steady revival till demonetisation hit the economy in 2016 (marked
by a vertical line in the chart).

HRA T T 31T & Fafotar gR 7 dga & a1g, 383 dRas Rl @%e (GFC) & g ARmae
318, AfeheT 2016 H FAICeel & HITTEUT T FHTTAT oA cleh SHH AR FUR YE & I14T AT
(ATE H Teh FEATER WM SaRT ST 1T 8) |

Since then, the decline has been singular.

a9 & 53 F9aR 3R RAfRse yeR f PRee @ S §

So much so that the share has not even returned to the low levels during the GFC (see the
horizontal dashed line).

S gael 1eiX & o sThY e ey GFC & aReT 3@ 1w fovet Fet e #ft aro 7€l agr ané
? (&fa der tar ed) |

This last point is the most damning.

Tg it g gad sty Ridrsar ¢ |

The global economic crisis was an external shock beyond India’s control, whereas
demonetisation was a self-inflicted shock.

A 3T Hohe ARA F AITOT & S1ET FT I8 STEHT AT, TP Alcady T Faa-9RT ST
ot

To be sure, there was another external shock — Covid — in 2020-21.

fAEHCE, 2020-21 H Ueh 37 dTg<T FTewhT — Hfas o 3737 27|

But the decline in investment had started a few years earlier.

Afehet A3 7 fARTae Fo a¥ gga & Y& & 718 A

What determines investment?

fder w1 Fi-7 FRE AuRT Fa 82

Think of building a factory.
Th FREEAT Tl T HogaT HifoT|

A factory has a long life, so you need to take many things into account over its lifetime before
committing to building one.

Teh HRUTA I Qi Sfiaet gicT &, $HTT 37 Tl 1 0T ol & gl 38eh T Siidetehrel
o SR FeTTTacT SYet aTel 3eieh el i EGTeT H ITWeIT TaLTh BIcll ¢

What are the factors that may influence this decision?
q HIT-H HRE & it 37 fAotr ) yeanfad o= dha 872

The three most important factors are likely to be: the expected profitability from selling the
goods the factory produces; the confidence with which you can predict those profit rates over
the factory’s lifetime; and the cost of credit, especially if the level of investment crosses your
own available funds, needed to build the factory in the first place.

el Fer Y Hgca Ul HReh HHAd: A §: HRET SIRT ScaTied aE3it i seel & WIed gl arelt
3ATEYCT AT, FRWTA & SHdeTehtel H 3aT olTeT e T YaTAT ofalel oh T AT faeary;
3T For Y AT, TR §F & T ST AT 7 TR HRETAT T & T 3uerstr H19a Fa &
T ¥ 3170 gf ST B

The story becomes even more interesting when we bring in firms of different sizes because
what constrains investment varies across firm size.

S §H 3TeTIT-37e19T TR T FAT T 5T AT FLd &, o i 3 310w s ar I g,
e Traer ol WA A aTel R B F HHR & IHTHR AT-HTT 8l & |
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Let us see how.
T Ed § fFvar Fa ar gl
As for the first factor, most industries have economies of scale.

Ugel R & TEY H, TR 3R # YA $iY 3rdfegaeud (economies of scale) g g1

Larger equipment, factories, and workspaces have higher profit rates compared to their
smaller counterparts.

BIC 3TN, FREA IR FRIE T Joiel 3 a3 3TN, FR@mI 3 FrRITe 6 anr ¥
FfarEw g 81

Thus, expected profitability rises with the size of investment, as shown by the upward-sloping
portion of the profitability curve in Graph 1.

3 9FR, AT & TR & A AT amervegdr dedi §, ST foh IMh 1 H eI ash o 30

Fr 3R Tl aTel Tged & fe@mr s ar gl

However, each firm has an upper limit to how much it can sell and, consequently, an upper
limit to the size of the factory, represented by the vertical portion of the profitability curve in
Graph 1.

gTellich, Sedeh Bl o UIH S8 a1 I Teh 1 flraherst WaAT gl & o a8 fohciell aeqqu s ahell &
3R IRUTHETET, FRET & 3HR ST Y T 31Trad ST 8iar &, 798 A6 1 H evear 9
& Feaner e garT e s gl

If it invests more than that, that part of the factory will go to waste given that the firm cannot
cross the sales set by its share in the total market.

Ife a8 saw 3118 Aar AT §, A FRE &1 g8 IfaReFa ffwar sad e smean, F3ife waf
AR # 370 REdeT & 3R o) i foshr St e @ ar a8 a wedr|

The second factor — the confidence with which a firm holds these expectations — determines
the position of the profitability curve.

I R — AT Fo Fareare & 6 $YE G 37 ST T TA1C [@eAT § — WAH9GAT aF Y
feufa AuiRa s g

A high level of confidence, what John Maynard Keynes called ‘animal spirits’, means the
profitability curve would move outward and the reverse if the capitalists are pessimistic about
the future.

3T TR T [aeard, 58 Sl AT F=F A ‘animal spirits’ FgT AT, &1 31T § o5 ITvISaT ash
e 1 3R &, Safe afe gefafa sfasa @1 oa TRremardy &f af & ol ghem|
An economy-wide shock of demonetisation pushed the profitability curve inward across the

board (dashed blue curve in panel (b) of Graph 1) both because immediate profitability
declined and because the credibility of future policy steps became suspect.

Alead) & Frdeardt 3Ted o ATHIGAT dsh I SATIh T T 37T T 3T Yehel 6T (ATH 1 & UsTel
(b) # sirer FSEIGR a3k SaRT & T 31T &), FAITh dchlel TG H el 3TS 3R sifasa &
Afaera FeAT A Rawegar @fgay g 75|

This fall may be so drastic that it pushes small firms below the cost of credit curve
altogether, forcing them to be higher than the market rate of interest.

g fIRTae 3=l 187N g1 Fehell & foh Ig BYEY Bt Y G AE HOT AT I F A1 erehel &, oy
376 HAGY glell I5—

Second, if a firm has to borrow from the market to invest, the cost of credit will play a role.
T, Afe; Forell &t Y fader 3er & fAT ST F FOT AT IS &, oY HFOT BT of9TeT Teh Hgeaqor
sfreT et

This cost is likely to rise as firms take on more loans in proportion to the funds they are
committing to the project.

g AR o I6a7 T THTET &, mmﬁﬁamﬁwmﬁﬁ%%wﬁm
FOT oIt ST 81
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e So, up to a point given by firms’ own capital, the cost curve may be flat, but it rises steadily
after that.

SaTeIT, HA &I Fa Y Goit GaRT fuTRe Teh EAT oeh SI19TcT dsh FUTE 81 Hehcll ©, wHehet 3Hb
d7E $HH SITAR I gicll 8

o This ‘principle of increasing risk’ was proposed by Michal Kalecki, which meant the system is
rigged against small capitalists, even when small and large capitalists have the same
blueprint of a technology.

39 ‘Tod ANAH & Rguia i fAene s o vfaufed forar ar, e 39 ¢ fd Saaie 3R
3 YoNufoat & I Teh & Teheilch T TR &, e Y caEAT BIE Ioliafaar  faweds g1 g5
g gl

e Access to capital, a priori, begets more capital.

oft 7 T, T, 3R 3R o A e S ¥

Does Size Matter?
FT TSR ATT T@AT &2

e What is interesting in this story is that for the smaller firms with very low levels of own capital,
the cost curve starts rising way sooner than the larger firms and may cut the upper portion of
the profitability curve (panel (a) of Graph 1).

5 IRGRT H ereeq ST Ig ¢ foh aged Ha1 T i Yoht arely S¥E wt & fow @ ash 9
AT T JofeT] ﬁqu TE ol TG Y &I ST & 3R SATTEAT dsh b SR GE Y e TehelT &
(@F 1 & a1l (a) )|

e Investment for such firms, therefore, may be constrained by the availability of credit.
sgfarT, W waAf o1 fAder For Y 3udsar ¥ D AT & Fhdrgl

e Interest costs, therefore, would be quite high for such firms.
T, W BT & T sATeT aRTd Frehr 3779 gl

e For the larger firms, their own capital may be so high that the cost curve cuts the profitability
curve on its vertical portion (panel (a) of Graph 1).

TS BT & HHC! H, IeTeh! T FT Yol el TR g1 Hehell & Toh STl sh THTIET ash bl 3Heh
FEARR R R HIedT ¢ (A6 1 & Yoret (a) 7)|
e Such firms are limited by the market instead of finance.
T W e & 9o ISR SRt WA g
e Interest costs may not be consequential.
ST AR T 31 T AgeaqoT T 781 g1 HehlT &

e Chart 2 shows that such a broad categorisation across size, by and large, holds for the Indian
manufacturing sector.

91 2 SATAT & o 3R & 3R 9T VAT SA19eh gaffeior Al aiX 9T AR faforAtor a7 o ofr
GIEECIES

e We have compiled a balanced panel data set of listed firms in the manufacturing sector
between 2000 and 2024 from the Prowess dataset and categorised them in three sizes —
small, medium, and large.

§He Prowess STRIT & 2000 3iR 2024 & srer fafoiTor 8 F Fehaey waAt &1 v dqfad daer
3eT e IR fara § 3R 3o¢ et 3Rt — 1Y, weasr 3R a3t — 3 gefferd frar g

e Smaller firms have lower profitability but higher interest costs, whereas the larger firms have
higher profitability but lower interest costs, as expected in Graph 1.

DI BaET T ATHICAT FH Afhe sTTT AR IHTAF BT §, STafeh S37 BAT T IS AT 37H
JfereT STTST oRTT e BT &, 31T 6 e 1 7 3rafaya am)
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What Does This Mean for Investment?

foraer & fore saeT FAT 3T B2

This asymmetry across firms of different sizes has some interesting implications.
AT 3R Y vt & i I8 AR @Wﬁwmmﬁl

Even a fall in the rate of interest may not revive investment among smaller firms (dashed
yellow line in panel (c) of Graph 1).

Igl deh T saTer &T 3 Tt o oIET Al & Sy foraer Y Gersiifaet el T Hehcll § (AT 1 3 Yaver
(c)ﬁ;\é‘rgédﬁs?rW)l

For a large firm, which is not constrained by credit in the first place, such a policy would have
no impact.

T 31 B & T, St g & &1 %o i w7l F aftra a7t &, O S o1 1S werg 7€ g

Cost-side policy interventions, including tax cuts, may not have much expansionary impact on
investment.

FT Feldlt Afee meTd-987 Feell ST gcardt 1 ferder o Sge 31T araRerr 99a =7t &
ThT B

This may help explain why corporate investment has not responded despite the corporate tax
cut from 30% to 22% in 2018, along with the low-interest-rate regime followed by the RBI.

g THSTA H Heg Y TohdT & foh 2018 H PRURE HT T 30% F TeTAT 22% ot STt 3R RBI
TART ITYATS T Fore=T-sToT-aX SqTEAT & F1eole HNURE fAder 7 3rafara wfafsmar =2t =& 3|

What is needed instead is to push the profitability curve outward, which would increase
investment by both small and large firms.

g TolT JTTLThdT ATHYGAT Ik FI 98T T T TAFART FI HT 8, T8 oy iR a9
aleit Bt o forder 7 gefer gram|

This can be achieved only if government expenditure acts as an autonomous stimulus.

Tg T TG § ST9 EIRR) ST Teh T NedATgeT o §I H F H|

That will create demand actively and push the profitability curves outward.

SEY AT HT GRHT T @ FoIoT 21917 IR AAIGAT G5 S8 T 3N TAAARA giel|

But this would mean giving up on being a fiscal hawk and instead listening to the youth
protesting on the streets asking for gainful employment.

Afehed 5HHT Y TP AT F Fee TASF gl FHI AT AT SIS 3R 5TH T
S IX ARHRY NSHITR BT AT FT ¢ JaT3AT hT 37T Fofelm glam|
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India’s crude import bill up
41% in July on West Asia crisis

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

India’s crude oil import bill
surged more than 41%
year-on-year to $13.7 bil-
lion in July, as per provi-
sional data released by the
Petroleum Planning and
Analysis Cell (PPAC), as ele-
vated global oil prices amid
persistent uncertainty in
West Asia pushed up the
cost of shipments.

Crude oil imports rose
13.3% year-on-year in vol-
ume terms to 21.4 million
metric tonne (MMT) in Ju-
ly. India’s crude basket av-
eraged $82.04/barrel in Ju-
ly against $70.95 a barrel a
year earlier. Benchmark
Brent crude prices were
volatile during July on West
Asia developments.

Brent crude futures

India imports 89% of its needs.

were trading more than 1%
higher at around $91.84 a
barrel on Tuesday evening.

LNG imports stable
India’s liquefied natural
gas (LNG) imports rose
1.5% to 2,915 million stan-
dard cubic metre
(MMSCM) in July.

India stays heavily de-
pendent on overseas sup-

plies to meet its energy
needs with crude imports
accounting for 88.5% of the
country’s total crude oil
consumption, according to
the provisional PPAC data.

Meanwhile, exports of
petroleum products by In-
dian oil-marketing compa-
nies increased 10% year-
on-year to 5.5 MMT in July.

Revenue from petro-
leum product exports rose
to $5 billion during the
month, compared with
$3.3 billion a year earlier.

Overall, the country’s
net import bill for oil and
gas - which is the diffe-
rence between petroleum
products, crude and gas
imports and exports of pe-
troleum products - in-
creased more than 19% on
a year-over-year basis to
$11.2 billion.

19A8. India’s crude import bill up 41% in July on West Asia crisis
afRersr TRIAT FFHe F FROT TS H TR FT Fod del BT AT faer 41% e

e India’s crude oil import bill surged more than 41% year-on-year to $13.7 billion in July, as
per provisional data released by the Petroleum Planning and Analysis Cell (PPAC), as
elevated global oil prices amid persistent uncertainty in West Asia pushed up the cost of
shipments.

WW@WWW(PPAC)@WWWMQ?W, STelS # IR T
F o BT IATT el TTeT-eT-TTeT 41% I 3170 TeahT 13.7 3T STelX & 31T, Fifeh gieas
AT 7 SAITAR Y AT o ST ARGk ot i FiT Frovat o 3manfad Wt $r eTa dar
arl

e Crude oil imports rose 13.3% year-on-year in volume terms to 21.4 million metric tonne
(MMT) in July.
STelTS # hed el & AT 3 AT o TR I AIeT-&-Ael 13.3% $T JE10 g5 3R 7§ 21.4
Afege @ifes e (MMT) & arm|

e India’s crude basket averaged $82.04/barrel in July against $70.95 a barrel a year earlier.

HRT & %8 qEhe 1 ad HAd Jars 7 82.04 sTew wfa Rer W, Siafer v av w5l I 70.95
STeR g ser Y|
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Benchmark Brent crude prices were volatile during July on West Asia developments.
qTREs T T BT & FROT TS & SR STATE §€ Fed del Y el 3 HIT 3AR-TGd
el

Brent crude futures were trading more than 1% higher at around $91.84 a barrel on
Tuesday evening.

HITTAR ATH SC HT el o AIGT ITIetl 19 F A At Ig F T T2187r 91.84 ST gy
T W FRTR F R A

LNG imports stable
LNG 3mara R

India’s liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports rose 1.5% to 2,915 million standard cubic
metre (MMSCM) in July.

SIS H R & gl Wi fad 3 (LNG) 3mara # 1.5%£racaj€‘|§§3ﬂ'\ru§2,915mﬁmr
¥233 Fgfaw HAeT (MMSCM) g1 71T

India stays heavily dependent on overseas supplies to meet its energy needs with crude
imports accounting for 88.5% of the country’s total crude oil consumption, according to
the provisional PPAC data.

PPAC & 3feifciat 31ehsT & TR, 8Tl 37T Foil JTaRTehcI3T bl 9XT et & forw fadeft amqfet
W Ieafas s 3R =2 A & 31T § AU T F Fod AT T GIT T 88.5% T IAT 8|

Meanwhile, exports of petroleum products by Indian oil-marketing companies increased
10% year-on-year to 5.5 MMT in July.

39 I, AR det [a9uret Safaat ganT deifersr seumel & e & arel-g3-are 10% & gefar
ﬁﬁ?@ﬂéﬁu’gs.s MMT & 3r=T|

Revenue from petroleum product exports rose to $5 billion during the month, compared with
$3.3 billion a year earlier.

AL & SRIeT UIforas 3curel & T & UTed TSTEd SGah 5 3T STk &1 1T, STdfoh Ueh ¥
Ugol Ig 3.3 3R Siek ATl

Overall, the country’s net import bill for oil and gas — which is the difference between
petroleum products, crude and gas imports and exports of petroleum products — increased
more than 19% on a year-over-year basis to $11.2 billion.

ol TREITERT, 2T T el 3R 3 T ey I frer — S dgifors 3curel, wed aof iR Aa &
3T JAT 9eifId 3cUrel & faaTd & &I T 3R § — TTT-EI-TTeT 19% T 31T s 11.2
3R STel} & IT|

India’s projected Gross 19A8. India’s projected Gross Domestic Product

Domestic Product

growth in FY27

orowth in FY27

fam a¥ 2027 # s F IR WFS WX 3G g

6.8

in per cent. India’s GDP e 68in p(?r cent.
growth is projected to slow o yfdera# 6.8|

. b0 6.8% in FY27 from 7.6% e India’s GDP growth is projected to slow to 6.8% in FY27 from
in FY26, according to India Ratings & 7.6% in FY26, according to India Ratings & Research (Ind-Ra).
Research (Ind-Ra). The agency attributed . . A A

the expected moderation to risks from hd 3%-"“ m s m (33'“) * W’ AR &I GDP Q‘Eﬁ'ﬁﬂ'
higher fuel and food inflation amid aY¥ 2026 & 7.6% & TeT T a¥ 2027 & 6.8% @) 1 ITAT B
uncertainty over the West Asia conflict, a >

weak rupee and the likely impact of El e The agency attributed the expected moderation to risks from
Nifio on agriculture. sn higher fuel and food inflation amid uncertainty over the West Asia
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conflict, aweak rupee and the likely impact of El Nifio on agriculture.

o TSI o 59 3rafaTd A & fow afteer ol wed @ de sifAfRedar & d gedt $ua va
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HINI cases on the rise, experts say no cause for alarm

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

Several States are record-
ing a spike in HINI cases,
among other influenza-like
illnesses, viral fevers, and
respiratory tract infec-
tions. Experts say there is
no cause for alarm, but ad-
vise that children with
asthma and other chronic
conditions might require
special intervention.

The HINI virus, com-
monly known as swine flu,
is a subtype of influenza A,
and can cause respiratory
illness, with symptoms in-
cluding fever or chills,
cough, sore throat, a runny
or blocked nose, hea-
dache, tiredness, and mus-
cle or body aches. In some
cases, patients may also ex-
perience vomiting and
diarrhoea.

Delhi has recorded a
sharp rise in HINIL cases,
with over 1,300 infections
reported this monsoon
season — nearly six times
higher than the same pe-
riod last year.

The national capital had
recorded 1,344 HIN1 cases
by early August, compared

with 229 cases during the
corresponding period last
year. Government hospi-
tals have set up separate
isolation wards, and health
officials have urged vulner-
able groups, including chil-
dren and older adults, to
take extra precautions.
Special wards have been
set up at hospitals to man-
age the surge in cases.

A Brihanmumbai Muni-
cipal Corporation (BMC)
official also said cases had
gone up compared with
last year, with Mumbai re-
cording 309 cases between
June 1 and August 15 this
year, compared with 72
cases during the same pe-
riod in 2025.

Limited testing
Bengaluru doctors say they
are seeing a noticeable rise
in influenza-like illness, vi-
ral fever, and respiratory
tract infections among
children. Doctors have also
confirmed HINI cases,
though testing is restricted
to children with severe or
persistent symptoms and
those with severe acute
respiratory illness.

At the State-run Vani Vi-

al
1
Sy
The H1N1 virus, commonly
known as swine flu, can cause

respiratory illness.

las Women and Children
Hospital, paediatrics head
Chikkanarasa Reddy P.S.
said respiratory com-
plaints and fever account
for nearly 80% of the daily
paediatric out-patient
load, so only children with
more aggressive symptoms
are being tested. In Benga-
lurw's  Clarence  High
School alone, over 500
cases of influenza-like ill-
ness have been reported,
with two confirmed cases
of HINI among students,
sparking concerns about
transmission in classrooms
and other crowded indoor
settings.
At the Indira Gandhi In-

stitute of Child Health, di-
rector Narendra Babu said
the hospital was seeing a
steady flow of viral fever
cases and confirming
around two to three HIN1
cases a day among those
tested.

Private sector paediatri-
cians are reporting a shar-
per rise. Vikas Satwik, se-
nior paediatrician and
neonatologistat Mother-
hood Hospitals, said
school-going children ac-
count for a substantial
share. Sujatha Thyagara-
jan, lead and head of pae-
diatric intensive care and
paediatric emergency at
Aster Women and Children
Hospital, said HINI and
other influenza A infec-
tions were rising earlier
than the usual seasonal
pattern.

‘Early testing needed’

In Chennai, J.K. Reddy, a
senior paediatrics consul-
tant at Apollo Children’s
Hospital, said they have
been seeing cases of HIN1
among children for the
past two weeks, with a
slight rise in cases this
week. He advised that chil-

dren suspected of having
influenza should be tested
within 24 to 48 hours of de-
veloping symptoms. Anti-
flu drugs are more effective
if started in the first few
days of fever. Government
doctors also confirmed
they are seeing patients
with symptoms of flu-like
illness, but since routine
testing for HINI is not con-
ducted at government hos-
pitals, it is difficult to classi-
fy them.

Janani Sankar, medical
director at the Kanchi Ka-
makoti CHILDS Trust Hos-
pital in Chennai, said:
“Most of the children are
managed as outpatients.
Some of them with ex-
treme fatigue, severe body
pain, and lack of oral in-
take needed hospitalisa-
tion. We are yet to see chil-
dren with HIN1.”

Ravinder Nayak, Telan-
gana’s Director of Public
Health and Family Welfare,
said the number of HINI
cases in the State was low-
er than in the correspond-
ing period last year.

Vijay Kumar, superin-
tendent of Niloufer Hospi-
tal, Telangana’s State-run

19A8. H1N1 cases on therise, experts say no cause for alarm

H1N1 ¥ ATHS 96 W §, RAYAT 71 Fga1 § fF gawre F1 F1E FROT 761 §

tertiary care centre specia-
lising in maternal, neona-
tal, and paediatric medi-
cine, said the hospital had
seen an increase in outpa-
tient consultations for viral
fevers from June to August,
but there has not been any
significant rise in HIN1 or
influenza cases so far.
Influenza A has been
rampant in Kerala for the
last three months. Cases
began to spike in May, with
526 cases and six deaths,
and increased through
June (2,050 cases, 26
deaths) and July (2,899 cas-
es, 31 deaths). There have
been 1,476 cases and 21
deaths reported so far this
month, till August 17. Cum-
ulatively, there have been
7,421 cases and 88 deaths
caused by influenza in Ker-
ala this year, with almost
all the fatalities seen in pe-
ople over 50 years of age.
(With inputs from Bindu
Shajan Perappadan in Del-
hi, Snehal Mutha in Mum-
bai, Afshan Yasmeen in
Bengaluru, Serena Jose-
phine M. in Chennai, Sidd-
harth Kumar Singh in Hyd-
erabad, and Maya C. in
Thiruvananthpuran)

e Several States are recording a spike in HLIN1 cases, among other influenza-like illnesses,

viral fevers, and respiratory tract infections.
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&S TSN F 3+ gedFe(UlT-rHt dATRET, TR R 3R @t o7 o HhaA0I & TY-HY
HIN1 & AT # gEfer gof &1 517 W 8

Experts say there is no cause for alarm, but advise that children with asthma and other
chronic conditions might require special intervention.

TIATFAT T FgaTT & foF TG T FIE FROT AGH &, bt I Tolg 2 & o 3rE2am 3R 377
Srdeifore NARET @ Nifeg a<at & rdy RfFcTHT gTa8IT T 9T dr g Ghar gl

The H1N1 virus, commonly known as swine flu, is a subtype of influenza A, and can cause

respiratory iliness, with symptoms including fever or chills, cough, sore throat, a runny or
blocked nose, headache, tiredness, and muscle or body aches.

HIN1 ard, fSI QAT Fa1ga Fel o of1H A ST ST &, $eFe(UsIT A HT U SUFHR ¢ 3R
Ig aH=T FaiT START Vel X Fehe &, To1Eh ool # JE@R I1 S5 97T, T, el & W, Al
TEAT AT ATeh 3G 81T, RRGS, Tehled AT ATTATRAAT AT TR 7 && AT g

In some cases, patients may also experience vomiting and diarrhoea.

Fo A F 7S 1 3w 3R o o @ R B

Delhi has recorded a sharp rise in HIN1 cases, with over 1,300 infections reported this
monsoon season — nearly six times higher than the same period last year.

feeel # HINL & AT # A9 J&f&r o 1 915 § 3R 50 ATEt AFA & 1,300 § rfera wgaor
AIHA M0 — ST el o i 52t 3rafr By Jofetr & SE7879T T I 31feh &1

The national capital had recorded 1,344 H1N1 cases by early August, compared with 229
cases during the corresponding period last year.

TSERT ISTUTAT & 3T Y YIIATT aF 1,344 HINL A ol FohT 91T 3, Siefeh ool a9 54t
379 # 229 A AT 3T |

Government hospitals have set up separate isolation wards, and health officials have urged
vulnerable groups, including children and older adults, to take extra precautions.

BRI IR o T HFRALAT AT TANA FohT § 3R Fareey iRl st qor gt
e FHAR gl A FTARFT AT STl T Mg fhaAT |

Special wards have been set up at hospitals to manage the surge in cases.

AHE H g gefa @ fAues & fore 3reddre # fadhy ars wenfia v are g

A Brihanfr’lumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) official also said cases had gone up compared

with last year, with Mumbai recording 309 cases between June 1 and August 15 this year,
compared with 72 cases during the same period in 2025.

WWW(BMC)%WWﬁaﬁw%Waﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ@ﬁgﬁ
& HIS A 3T 1 5 F 15 31T & 1T 300 AW gof T a1, STafh 2025 # g srafar &
gRTel 72 #IFe &t gU |

Limited testing

WA gdaor

Bengaluru doctors say they are seeing a noticeable rise in influenza-like illness, viral fever,
and respiratory tract infections among children.

SITC% o STeFel] T heal & foh d Teil 3 FrtFe[Ull-AIHT AR, IR §ER 3R e@qaT a7 &
HHAVI H SoolEe1T Je[U ST I B

Doctors have also confirmed H1N1 cases, though testing is restricted to children with severe
or persistent symptoms and those with severe acute respiratory illness.

STeFeXl & HIN1 & #H1oell 1 8 gTSe T &, gTeliieh TRI&TOT Shael 13T IT AR 54 T§ 1 arel
TT0T aTel STt g AR A eade A & Nfeg s=ai g DfAT &

At the State-run Vani Vilas Women and Children Hospital, paediatrics head Chikkanarasa
Reddy P.S. said respiratory complaints and fever account for nearly 80% of the daily
paediatric out-patient load, so only children with more aggressive symptoms are being tested.
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Ty FTord aToft faeme AfeeT va arer 3eqdrer 7 STer Q97 TA819T & FoQ frsreherean g
1. T, o e o eaqet derell RIshrrd 3R JER &faeh sTef Q97 a7 Aeft 817 1 w8791 80% &,
zaforT shaot 318 73R SI&TUT aTer STt T IRIETOT fohaT ST TET B

e InBengaluru’s Clarence High School alone, over 500 cases of influenza-like illness have
been reported, with two confirmed cases of HLIN1 among students, sparking concerns about
transmission in classrooms and other crowded indoor settings.

STCT® o FollH 81§ Thel # & SFeUoiT-SHil START & 500 & 3fereh AT AIHaA 37T & 3R ot
ﬁHlNﬁsa’mma”r@rgn%cgé%, TIHY a3l 3T 317 HSHTS arer 5 TUTAT H HHAUT el

T T T 98 TS B

e Atthe Indira Gandhi Institute of Child Health, director Narendra Babu said the hospital was
seeing a steady flow of viral fever cases and confirming around two to three HLN1 cases a
day among those tested.

sfer el Sedieye 3w T13es ou & fAdes 7l a1 o @l % 3reddier 7 aRRe @R &
FTHA T TR 3TAT STRY & 3 T iepyoT T 10 73 7 gfafes orersmer &t @ i HIN1
AT T g 8T @ B

e Private sector paediatricians are reporting a sharper rise.
oSl 8 & arer Tt Ryt sw@ off 31 a el i gEar e wW &

e Vikas Satwik, senior paediatrician and neonatologist at Motherhood Hospitals, said school-
going children account for a substantial share.

HEXES ieueed & IRTS STet 97 fAT R AT 97 Qw1 fashra Aifeash =¥ et o el
ST 9T T A T U 737 e ¢

e Sujatha Thyagarajan, lead and head of paediatric intensive care and paediatric emergency at
Aster Women and Children Hospital, said HLN1 and other influenza A infections were
rising earlier than the usual seasonal pattern.

TH TAT Us Rredat gifaee 3 arer gt Rfrear 3R arer snarasrelsr fasmeT i v v
SAcfcasha! GolTall cgRRTSTe &l el foh HIN1 3R 3 §oFelUsi A HHaoT WA Al deat
T # g 95 W@ ¥

‘Early testing needed’
‘effer qYator TaRTF

¢ In Chennai, J.K. Reddy, a senior paediatrics consultant at Apollo Children’s Hospital, said
they have been seeing cases of HLN1 among children for the past two weeks, with a slight
rise in cases this week.

Yoot H U Reged gifeded & INTS dTel AT FAGHR .. 33T o gl [ 3 TTSel ar
Wﬁaaﬁﬁmma:ma@ﬁﬁaﬂisﬂmmﬁmqqﬁrgé%l

¢ He advised that children suspected of having influenza should be tested within 24 to 48
hours of developing symptoms.

3egiel ToTg & foh TSieT sl H S=TFolUSIT Blel ol HAE BT, 3oTehT ofaTuT Taehidict glet o 24 | 48 B
& iR qdietor foRar Sre anfgul

¢ Anti-flu drugs are more effective if started in the first few days of fever.
Fel -t ZaTY JER o YT F6 il 7 Y& R ST1er 0¥ 3ifereh gere gl &1

e Government doctors also confirmed they are seeing patients with symptoms of flu-like illness,

but since routine testing for HIN1 is not conducted at government hospitals, it is difficult to
classify them.

LRI STeret o 1 GiSe T o & orep-SAet ATy & eraqor arer 7S 1 @ W@ €, Afehet Ui
IR 3Tl H HIN & Torv fAafad aieToT s1gr fonar Sirar, safeie 3event aefferior aiar
FHIST gl
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Janani Sankar, medical director at the Kanchi Kamakoti CHILDS Trust Hospital in Chennai,
said: “Most of the children are managed as outpatients.

ToeAS & FIAT AP CHILDS TFE FETATS T IR AU STAelr e ¥ gl “3Terenrer
gat T ITAR 91Ed WM & & 7 FoRa1 I ¢l

Some of them with extreme fatigue, severe body pain, and lack of oral intake needed
hospitalisation.

SIH { $o Tl I Hea Tt g, R # 78R g8 3 e @ oot a1 axer verd o=
AT & HROT IEIAT H HAT el T HTGRIHAT TS|

We are yet to see children with H1N1.”

gHeT 3780 ek HINL @ YT aeaf FY & 3w &1

Ravinder Nayak, Telangana’s Director of Public Health and Family Welfare, said the number
of HIN1 cases in the State was lower than in the corresponding period last year.

AT & ol TIELT U9 IRER Hoa1or fAderad W&eT A& o &gl foh Tod 7 HANL & AT
1 T ool gy T S8 3rafer T Jorer 7 e Y|

Vijay Kumar, superintendent of Niloufer Hospital, Telangana’s State-run tertiary care centre
specialising in maternal, neonatal, and paediatric medicine, said the hospital had seen an
increase in outpatient consultations for viral fevers from June to August, but there has not
been any significant rise in HIN1 or influenza cases so far.

ORI & AT HATTI Jclraeh Afehear s AclhT IFadTe & 37efletsh fas $AR = el [
AT 7 S A 3ETE & 1 IR @R & T arey et qwened 7 gefor et i B, e
379 I HINL mgmqﬁmaﬁnmaﬁﬁﬁémuﬁq@aﬁgé%l

Influenza A has been rampant in Kerala for the last three months.

el 7 et diet AL § FeFelall A HI SUT9H TR ¢

Cases began to spike in May, with 526 cases and six deaths, and increased through June
(2,050 cases, 26 deaths) and July (2,899 cases, 31 deaths).

S # A A A1 J&f YT g3, orwe 526 AW IR o Al & g5, 3R 57 (2,050 A, 26
#lel) T TS (2,890 FER, 31 Hid) # 5T 3N e g2

There have been 1,476 cases and 21 deaths reported so far this month, till August 17.

17 319TEd deh 56 FAglel 379 deh 1,476 AT 3K 21 Al g Hr s &

Cumulatively, there have been 7,421 cases and 88 deaths caused by influenza in Kerala this
year, with almost all the fatalities seen in people over 50 years of age.

58 Y el H GrFo[UoT & HRUT el [HeRT 7,421mﬁ3ﬁT88ﬂﬁ§é‘s‘, TSeTaY oraTarar gaf
HgU 50 9 & e g F A A g5 E
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Students share innovative solutions
for dlagnosmg and treating snakebite

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

A digital platform, which
helps patients locate anti-
venom using a simple
cloud-based dashboard, an
Al-assisted network for
providing immediate first-
aid guidance and alert to
hospitals, were among the
ideas pitched by college
students in Karnataka at

the recently held Nagathon
Snakebite Innovation
Challenge.

Of the 10 finalist teams
that participated in the fi-
nal round of Nagathon
2026 at the Indian Institute
of Science (IISc) on August
16, team NAGAM (Network
for Antivenom Grid and
Monitoring) bagged the

first prize of 1.5 lakh. They
proposed a digital platform
that helps patients locate
antivenom using a simple
cloud-based  dashboard
through which hospitals
can rapidly update antive-
nom stocks, allowing clini-
cians and administrators to
view current availability
and critical-care capacity
across facilities.

To reduce delay

This concept is designed to
help reduce delays, unne-
cessary transfers and time
spent calling hospitals indi-
vidually to locate life-sav-
ing resources.

The second place was
bagged by team AHIVACH,
which uses WhatsApp,
SMS, IVR voice calls, and

Ateam proposed a digital
platform to locate antivenom
using a cloud-based dashboard

laminated cards to deliver
prevention messages,
guide first aid, support
snake identification, alert
hospitals before a patient
arrives, connect with res-
cuers, and follow up with
survivors after recovery.

Organisers said that this
also incorporates school-
based education, local-lan-
guage messaging, antive-
nom rerouting, and survi-
vor stories to strengthen
prevention and response.

Hospital first

The third spot went to Pro-
ject Raksha, a community-
based  behavior-change
campaign focused on re-
ducing dangerous delays in
reaching medical care after
snakebite.

It proposes using street
theatre, radio, household
outreach, village route
maps, trained volunteers
and ASHA workers, and a
multilingual helpline to
make immediate hospital
referral.

19A8. Students Share Innovative Solutions for Diagnosing and Treating
Snakebite

BHEl F g4 F @A 3R 3R ¥ v 3ffiea gameneT 9 fFe

A digital platform, which helps patients locate antivenom using a simple cloud-based
dashboard, an Al-assisted network for providing immediate first aid guidance and alert to
hospitals, were among the ideas pitched by college students in Karnataka at the recently held
Nagathon Snakebite Innovation Challenge.

Te F3fSred cewid, S Ueh TRel FAT33-3MUTRA S2ASS T 3TN Hkeh ATINAT bl TEATH T
T ofeTTel 3 HETIAT T §, TAT ccehlel IR ST Faeh Avigele 3R 3reddrel i gae
&o1 & forw U Al-HETRIT Aedss, 8Tt & & 3AfSid Nagathon Snakebite Innovation

Challenge # #eilceh & shiclsT BIAT SaRT FEd fohT 7T faaRT & enfder 4|

Of the 10 finalist teams that participated in the final round of Nagathon 2026 at the Indian
Institute of Science (11Sc) on August 16, team NAGAM (Network for Antivenom Grid and
Monitoring) bagged the first prize of ¥1.5 lakh.

16 39T T AR Fa#ATeT FEAT (11Sc) 3 3mATIT Nagathon 2026 & 3ifas TRoT 3 $7197 ot
qrell 10 WIgsIfaTe & 7 4, €1 NAGAM (Network for Antivenom Grid and Monitoring) &

1.5 A1@ T YA [WERR ST |

They proposed a digital platform that helps patients locate antivenom using a simple cloud-
based dashboard through which hospitals can rapidly update antivenom stocks, allowing
clinicians and administrators to view current availability and critical-care capacity across
facilities.

3egial Ueh F3fSred Calewis T UEdTd I@T, ST Ueh TR FAT33-3THTRA 32761s & ATegd & At
T TEIATH T IdT oY H TETIAT AT & | SHb FATETH T 3T doil F TEAAH & SR i
37ehcel X Fehel &, Foad Rifeheqeh 3R wemaes fafdeer Tareey glaemsit & sqehr adameT
SUTSHIAT AT gl AR cAT SEIHT &THdT ST Tohd! &
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To Reduce Delay
R FA RS F AT

This concept is designed to help reduce delays, unnecessary transfers and time spent calling
hospitals individually to locate life-saving resources.

Y YR I &, IHATaeTH TIHAAROT AR SaataTs AT T IdT 9 F AT 37e9T-
AT HTYATAT Y BT HIA H AN TN AT HT HA Fled & T IR fFar AT & |

The second place was bagged by team AHIVACH, which uses WhatsApp, SMS, IVR voice
calls, and laminated cards to deliver prevention messages, guide first aid, support snake
identification, alert hospitals before a patient arrives, connect with rescuers, and follow up with
survivors after recovery.

GE T AT & AHIVACH & ST foham, St AehaTe Ferell Feer agre, Sraifaieh 3qar
HAELT A, FT HY TEaTeT H TG HIA, A0 & TgT & Tgrel 3RFcATelt Y HA A,
STIRTHIT & H TS A R ek g1t o S ST o<l S b1 JeTaclt §9eh et o fow
WhatsApp, SMS, IVR arad &iel 3 dffsies #15 F7 39T aargl

Organisers said that this also incorporates school-based education, local-language
messaging, antivenom rerouting, and survivor stories to strengthen prevention and response.

3Tt o gl Toh sHe Raerer-amenfya Rvew, Turear simem & weer, Taes 1 gaforasrer 3K
Shfaa a2 stk it Ferfai 1 o «idrer fovam aram &, arfes Jehare 3R gicfshar st At frar
ST Hh |

Hospital First

YT 7 o IgT guH

The third spot went to Project Raksha, a community-based behaviour-change campaign
focused on reducing dangerous delays in reaching medical care after snakebite.

e T4 Project Raksha &1 e, St Ueh GHeTd -3 sqaeR aRader 31 § i
ST 3eged FdERr & ST RARRCHT T deh Tgae H et dTell TeleATeh &8 T B HIAT ¢

It proposes using street theatre, radio, household outreach, village route maps, trained
volunteers and ASHA workers, and a multilingual helpline to make immediate hospital
referrals.

SHH TeohTol ETATS YBI FIATRET el & TV oJerehs wAlceh, SN, TR-ER €Y, 3id & AT
m,mmmmnmﬁ,amwwma:mwm
T T gl
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Helicase: the DNA separator

Vasudevan Mukunth

elicase is an enzyme that
l-l unwinds the two strands of DNA

so that the cell can copy the
genetic information stored in them.

DNA is normally a double helix, i.e.
two long strands held together by bonds
between bases on each strand, spiralling
around each other. When a cell divides,
it needs to make a copy of the DNA,
which requires these strands to be
separated.

Helicase does this. First, the enzyme
attaches to a particular region of DNA
and moves along the molecule. It uses
energy from ATP — the cell’s main
chemical energy source — to change its
shape and force apart the two DNA
strands. As it travels, the bonds between
the bases on bases on each strand are
broken.

The result is a Y-shaped region called
the replication fork, where the two
strands are exposed, much like a zipper
separates two parts on a clothing item
into a Y shape.

However, DNA tends to become
increasingly twisted ahead of the
replication fork as helicase moves along
it.

Other enzymes called topoisomerases
relieve this twisting and prevent the DNA
from becoming tangled or breaking.

Once helicase has separated the
strands, other replication machinery can
use each exposed strand as a template

Anillustrated view of the helicase protein in
Escherichia coli bacteria. PHOEBUSST (CC BY-SA)

to make a new complementary strand.

In a recent study in Nature
Communications, scientists from the U.K.
found how cells make sure they start
copying DNA only at the right time: a
molecular safety catch keeps the copying
machine inactive until a chemical signal
releases it.

fondh

For
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

these strands to be separated.

SIS IS DI fFTSIT g1t §, df 38 DNA Y vs yfafafd sare g §, o forw s= afsar
3T 37T BlelT JTaTF & |
e Helicase does this.
e 98wt Fear ¥
e First, the enzyme attaches to a particular region of DNA and moves along the molecule.
HIY U5, Tg USTTSH DNA & Teh faflrse & & SJsar § 3R 310] & | 31m sear 81

e It uses energy from ATP — the cell’'s main chemical energy source — to change its shape
and force apart the two DNA strands.

g ATP — il SITRIehT T HET THRITAF Folt W & — U Foll ST STLT ek 39T 3T

FeoIdT § 3iR DNA Fr it af3at Y arerer aar g1

19A8. Helicase: the DNA
separator

gforsheT: DNA &Y 37eleT I aTelT
TARH

e Helicase is an enzyme that
unwinds the two strands of DNA so that
the cell can copy the genetic information
stored in them.

gforhsT U USITEH & S DNA Fra afzat i
3TTTafRIeh STTeTeh T shT FTATT ST ek |

e DNA is normally a double helix, i.e.
two long strands held together by bonds
between bases on each strand, spiralling
around each other.

DNA HIHId: T gfassfad =
(double helix) g1aT &, 34T e oieT aif2ar,
ST Sredieh o1t S SR & Sy SeY el g@RT
Teh-gER & 3T gl & 3R Toh-g@t o ari
3R I ¥ & oy B d

e When a cell divides, it needs to
make a copy of the DNA, which requires

e Asittravels, the bonds between the bases on each strand are broken.
SIA-STE G 3113 TG, YA o3l & &TRehI & afi<l & a8 T 1 ¢ |

e Theresultis a Y-shaped region called the replication fork, where the two strands are
exposed, much like a zipper separates two parts on a clothing item into a Y shape.

3% IRUTHAETERT Y-SR T U 87 T 8, Frdt wfaspfar w1 (replication fork) &@T ST &,
STet et f3at gl g5 A1l ¥ I5 TO-Fo 3 TR eaT & SR el o o ForR 3w o feet
I AT eh Y-HTRR ST T §1T Sl B |

e However, DNA tends to become increasingly twisted ahead of the replication fork as helicase
moves along it.

gTalifeh, STA-1H gfcihot DNA & @1 3113 SgclT &, Tiag i ®1F & 3t DNA siftrafas a7sar 3k
Fsfaa @ oerar |

e Other enzymes called topoisomerases relieve this twisting and prevent the DNA from
becoming tangled or breaking.
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AIATSHRA (topoisomerases) ATHS T UTISH H HeATAF F3olel B H: FIA § 3R
DNA &7 3e731el a7 Teol & Uehel & |

e Once helicase has separated the strands, other replication machinery can use each exposed

strand as a template to make a new complementary strand.
Teh SR ST §ferchat Qe AATSAT T IHe3T R &l &, AT I DNA Ffaspfer & Fedsh Gell g5 ot
FI TFIAT (template) & T 37 TN & Teh 718 & oI5l &1l Tl g

¢ In arecent study in Nature Communications, scientists from the U.K. found how cells make

sure they start copying DNA only at the right time: a molecular safety catch keeps the copying
machine inactive until a chemical signal releases it.

Nature Communications  JerTTId Teh gIfeldT eI &, U.K. & s o gdr oo fs
IR Tg He FIATRET AT & o I sherel TN HAT TR & DNA 1 AT FaT1elm & h: Teh
ToTfas: FIaTT-aF (molecular safety catch) FfATAT S=ilet aTelt 7T T o ook AR T
&, 519 e foF P TAETAS Fhd 38 TR A& R STl

ODGIIAI introduces ‘ChatGPT 19A8. OpenAl introduces ‘ChatGPT
for T ; idl I for Teens’ amid legal pressure
or 1eens amid iegdl pressure a?raFﬁ“ gaTa & @ OpenAl & ‘ChatGPT

for Teens’ QI fFaT

e OpenAl introduced a new version of its
chatbot on Tuesday designed exclusively for
teens, with stronger safeguards and
monitoring, after facing legal complaints that it
drove some users to suicide.

o OpenAl & FIeeiT FRIRICT T FTHAT
F & d1¢ HITIR &l [9AY &7 & fopeiRy & fow
AP ORI 3T Jedic ST Ueh oTaT HEHIOT 4T fahaT,

OpenAl introduced a new version of its chatbot on Tuesday IELEEICED HGN;\H I;I,TG’IT 3917 3 AR
designed exclusively for teens, with stronger safeguards and SaEAT RRIat 3 3RS 97T T
monitoring, after facing legal complaints that it drove some users to © %l IR ) Gl ar
suicide. Dubbed “ChatGPT for Teens,” the modified parameters Sﬂﬁf IS SUARTRATIT BT HTcAGT & forw IR
automatically deploy for any user who registers as aged 13-17. AFP |

e Dubbed “ChatGPT for Teens,” the modified parameters automatically deploy for any user
who registers as aged 13-17.

e “ChatGPT for Teens” A& I AT AICS 13-17aﬁaﬁraqﬁ¢snwwmaraﬁ:ﬁraﬁ
YT & T Taferd ®9 & o] 81 57d &1

GS Paper Il1: Environment 19 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A8

BRICS calls EU’s carbon tax ‘punitive, unilateral’
BRICS & EU & Tde #T ! ‘GSIcHS, ThdIhT’ adTdT
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BRICS calls EU’s carbon
tax ‘punitive, unilateral’

Ministers say it could undermine efforts of developing countries to address climate change; they

urge developed nations to honour financial commitment agreed to at 2025 UN climate conference

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

RICS countries on

Tuesday opposed

what they de-
scribed as “unilateral, pun-
itive, discriminatory and
protectionist” climate
measures, including the
European Union’s Carbon
Border Adjustment Me-
chanisms (CBAMs), while
calling for a significant in-
crease in international
funding to help developing
countries adapt to climate
change.

The positions were con-
tained in the joint state-
ment adopted at the 12th
BRICS Environment Minis-
ters’ Meeting in New Delhi,
held under India’s chair-
ship. The Ministers specifi-
cally said that carbon bor-
der measures such as
CBAMs could “undermine
developing countries’ ef-
forts to address climate
change and build
resilience”.

The statement comes as
the European Union’s
CBAM entered its definitive
phase from January 1 this
year. The mechanism re-

===

Union Minister Bhupender Yadav at the 12th BRICS Environment

Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi on Tuesday. ANI

quires importers of car-
bon-intensive  products,
consisting of iron and steel,
aluminium, cement, fertil-
izers, hydrogen and elec-
tricity, to account for the
carbon emissions associat-
ed with their production.
The EU says the measure is
intended to prevent “car-
bon leakage” — the shifting
of carbon-intensive pro-
duction outside the bloc
because of differences in
climate policies.

Significant exposure

India is among the coun-
tries with significant expo-
sure to the mechanism,

particularly through its
steel exports. A recent ana-
lysis found that iron and
steel account for about
90% of India’s exports to
the EU that fall within the
CBAM framework. A June
2026 analysis in Nature Cli-
mate Change, based on
shipment-level trade data
and facility-level emissions
estimates, found that high-
emission Indian steel firms
had reduced their export
quantities and revenues to
the EU during the CBAM
reporting phase, while
lower-emission firms main-
tained their export levels.
The BRICS position the-

19A8. BRICS calls EU’s carbon tax ‘punitive, unilateral’

refore comes as the EU and
India move to implement a
free trade agreement nego-
tiated earlier this year,
while Indian exporters
face the additional carbon-
related compliance re-
quirements in the Euro-
pean market.

Hike adaptation finance
The Ministers also called
for an urgent increase in
adaptation finance from
developed countries. They
said support should be
“new, additional, predicta-
ble, adequate and accessi-
ble”, and should be provid-
ed through grants and
concessional finance with-
out increasing the financial
vulnerabilities of develop-
ing countries. They urged
developed countries to
meet the commitment
agreed at the 2025 UN cli-
mate conference to triple
adaptation finance to deve-
loping countries by 2035.
Adaptation finance is
used to help countries and
communities cope with cli-
mate impacts, including
measures to strengthen
water security, agriculture,
infrastructure, and so on.

BRICS & EU & STl & T ‘TIcHS, THaAIBI 1T

e BRICS countries on Tuesday opposed what they described as “unilateral, punitive,
discriminatory and protectionist” climate measures, including the European Union’s
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanisms (CBAMSs), while calling for a significant increase in
international funding to help developing countries adapt to climate change.

BRICS it & HITelaR I A T & FHldeT WAT FARISI o (CBAMS) TR 31 STerarg
Tashrerelier 21T T STefarg aRacie & 3ejehelet ¥ Heradl el & foIT RSy farreor &
HECAYUT T8 T MTEarel foha|

e The positions were contained in the joint statement adopted at the 12th BRICS Environment
Ministers’ Meeting in New Delhi, held under India’s chairship.
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ST TaraRT 1 GIFd qaed H ATHC FhgT 31T, Torly TR ot 3regeTell & 718 ool 7 i
12dY BRICS 9Tavor &34t Y o & 319=7m aram|

The Ministers specifically said that carbon border measures such as CBAMs could
“undermine developing countries’ efforts to address climate change and build
resilience”.

AT o faQIY &7 & FgT o CBAMs S F1eet HIAT 39T “Sorary IRadsr & faaest 3ilx
Tt RFRAT F & Rerredie 3ot & yamra) ) FAIR FTahd ¢

The statement comes as the European Union’s CBAM entered its definitive phase from
January 1 this year.

IE deFcied Vo TAYI AT § S AT FE T CBAM $H a¥ 1 Siavadt § 39t fovorares =or &

T3 FHIT AT |

The mechanism requires importers of carbon-intensive products, consisting of iron and steel,
aluminium, cement, fertilizers, hydrogen and electricity, to account for the carbon
emissions associated with their production.

58 o7 & dgd dter AR sTuTa, vegfAfaaw, Wi, 38, emsie 3R fasrel S wdeT-argeT
3cUTET & 37T Y 3eTeh 3cUTeeT & T Pl ScHotel HT A@T-SA G ST 3TITH &

The EU says the measure is intended to prevent “carbon leakage” — the shifting of carbon-
intensive production outside the bloc because of differences in climate policies.

EU T =il & foh 58 3UT T 3652 “FlaeT eliahol” &l Aeholl § — 37T STefary wferat 7 3T
& SHRUT -G ScuTeeT T JUIT G o 16 TR [T Sfel A &bt Aeper|

Significant exposure

Hgeaqut S fAH/TFaTR

India is among the countries with significant exposure to the mechanism, particularly through
its steel exports.

HR 3o7 oRiT H A § ToreTent 58 TF & Hgeaqol tHFadleR &, [a99 &9 & sHe g¥ura fadta &
ATETH |

A recent analysis found that iron and steel account for about 90% of India’s exports to the
EU that fall within the CBAM framework.

Tl & Uah f32eior & 9 a1 fof CBAM & gRIY & 31Te aTel EU &l 3R & fadTa & oer 3k

SEIT STISHT 90% I ANTETH &

A June 2026 analysis in Nature Climate Change, based on shipment-level trade data and
facility-level emissions estimates, found that high-emission Indian steel firms had reduced
their export quantities and revenues to the EU during the CBAM reporting phase, while lower -
emission firms maintained their export levels.

Nature Climate Change # S{# 2026 # Feh1fIdl Teh faeiv T, S Rraeie-Fadir samar siast ik
FRYT- Tl Scqete ITATAT I 3TETR T, 7 9127 3147 foh 3%4-Feqole el SR $EaTaT
Fufaat & CBAM &1 Raiféar 3rafer & eikier EU &Y 319« [T r A 3R Ierea & Far 67,
ST FH-3cToIT dlell HUTAAT oF 379 fAATT TAX Y TATT @]

The BRICS position therefore comes as the EU and India move to implement a free trade
agreement negotiated earlier this year, while Indian exporters face the additional carbon-
related compliance requirements in the European market.

SATAT BRICS &7 J¢ T@ V& HAI AT § S1d EU 3R AR 58 a8 T Q37T & arefdid &
HTEIH § T FRT I7C FeFed SATIR FASNY (FTA) T A 1 &1 &2 37 3wt 96 1@ 8, STaf
AR T2Tcreht T RN SR & 31N FreeT-Haelt IraqarereT TaeT 13T T TTHAT AT
RERGIE
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Hike adaptation finance

FeTele faaaryor # gefer
e The Ministers also called for an urgent increase in adaptation finance from developed
countries.
AT A fARTad Ul & srefgeret fawaIvoT (adaptation finance) & dcshrel Jefer Fal T 8
3TEaTeT foRaT|

e They said support should be “new, additional, predictable, adequate and accessible”, and
should be provided through grants and concessional finance without increasing the financial
vulnerabilities of developing countries.

3gial gl o wgrrar “$, srfaRea, qatee, gaied AR gasr ge @fg qur 8 Jeqer iR
Rt famaiyor & Ares & Yere o St anfee, e faeraeiier geit fr fada sasniar
A9

e They urged developed countries to meet the commitment agreed at the 2025 UN climate
conference to triple adaptation finance to developing countries by 2035.

3egiel TAeh i ol & 2025 & WYFd ASE STAATY FFAe H hT 3T 37 Fehod Sl I el T
31marg Toha, forerh dget 2035 deh faenreriier Geit o foIw srerareret faaateor Y et a1 eeTr 1

e Adaptation finance is used to help countries and communities cope with climate impacts,
including measures to strengthen water security, agriculture, infrastructure, and so on.

Frefeperet fawaIYor 1 3T &R IR THET Y STy IRacd & Farrat & fAdes 7 T@radr
et & TIT fomam S1ra 8, fores srer geam, FR 3k gfaamdY afer &6t Aored et 519 3ur enfrer
gl

GS Paper 1V: Ethics 19 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

19A8 | Consider Parents as God
ATAT-TaT Y $2aT F FHT AR

Consider parents as God

The convocation address has always been an intrinsic part
of our lives. The Shikshavalli, a chapter in the Taittiriya
Upanishad, contains the famous parting advice given by a
guru to his sishya who had completed gurukul. In it, he .
highlights the four persons the student should hold like intrinsic part of our lives
God: “Matru devo bhava, pitru devo bhava, acharya devo . . ’ .

bhava and Atithi devo bhapm." One may wonder glfy one &I WARIE HT GG Acd §HIR Sidel T el 3797 T@T
should consider parents as God. There are many reasons ¥

why parents command such a status, said Tirukkudanthai

19A8. Consider Parents as God
ATAT-TT Y $2GT F THT AA

The convocation address has always been an

Dr. Venkatesh.

First, parents are the vehicle for the jivatma to arrive on
earth and as such deserve to be worshipped. Second,
while raising a child, parents make many sacrifices and
never deviate from their goal till their last breath: which is
teaching and instilling an entire gamut of values, ranging
from good conduct, behaviour, embracing a dharmic way
of life, faith, cultural norms, etc. Concurrently, parents ex-
tend emotional support throughout their lives to their
offspring. Mirroring this, Adi Sankara says in Matru Pan-
chakam that he can never repay the debt he owes his
mother and can only prostrate to her. Third, parents com-
mand the status of an acharya (preceptor). It is to be noted
that there are five preceptors in a person’ s life. Mother,
father, teacher (guru), Agni who is none other than Peru-
mal who guides one from darkness to light and Oneself.
Fourth, Perumal is everywhere but one does not always
perceive Him. Therefore, He created parents as His repre-
sentative and if one serves one’s parents, it is enough for
Him. Fifth, parents guide offspring on how to follow
ma in family life, in the wake of Vyasa, Vasishta etc.

e The Shikshavalli, a chapter in the Taittiriya
Upanishad, contains the famous parting advice given by a
guru to his sishya who had completed gurukul.

Al 3ufag & o e Rietaed 7 38 TRigy 9o
3UC HT qUT &, ST I GaRT ¥l h T O X T
319et TS &7 fem arm |

¢ Init, he highlights the four persons the student
should hold like God: “Matru devo bhava, pitru devo
bhava, acharya devo bhava and Atithi devo bhava.”

$HH 3 31 UR AfFaal A1 9T Agea ¢ &, See faeardt
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I $A & FATT HIeAAT AT “HI &ar o7a, R a ora, ek & ora 31k arfafdr &at a1~
One may wonder why one should consider parents as God.
IS Tg A TehT ¢ T ATAT-RAAT T $2ar & WAL F4T AT ST =ifgel

There are many reasons why parents command such a status, said Tirukkudanthai Dr.
Venkatesh.

foreFgeas st deer o angl o ATAT-FdT 1 TH TFATT UIed 81 & S HROTE

First, parents are the vehicle for the jivatma to arrive on earth and as such deserve to be
worshipped.

qgell, ATT-TIT SHaTeAT & Jedt 9T HETA HT ATEIH § IR SHOU d Tl & |

Second, while raising a child, parents make many sacrifices and never deviate from their goal
till their last breath: which is teaching and instilling an entire gamut of values, ranging from
good conduct, behaviour, embracing a dharmic way of life, faith, cultural norms, etc.

GERT, T o UToIe-UISUT & GRTeT ATCT-TIdT 3eteh T &hd & 3T 3911 3ifre | ofeh 3791
3322 ¥ faaford 781 81, 37! 3882 WaIR, 33 saaeR, 4dAwy Shaer-agufa #t 3raa,
ITEYT, FEHTAT AAGST TS T SIS WO Hedl 1 AT 3R 3937 TS =T gielr B
Concurrently, parents extend emotional support throughout their lives to their offspring.
AT &Y, ATAT-TAAT 3197 G H =AY HATAT T HTGATcHE AT Y&l il o |

Mirroring this, Adi Sankara says in Matru Panchakam that he can never repay the debt he
owes his mother and can only prostrate to her.

ST 19T T HTATSTIT YA U, AT AFIA HI TIhA H gl & o F 3= A & Tfey
379 FOT 1 3T YT &1 Hehd AR herel SeTch HHET HISHT JOTH X Tehel 8|

Third, parents command the status of an acharya (preceptor).

R, ATT-RraT Y AT (3T%) 7 Sl ed

It is to be noted that there are five preceptors in a person’s life.

TE ST &t A9 ¥ FF caf & ofaeT 3 ate e e #

Mother, father, teacher (guru), Agni who is none other than Perumal who guides one from
darkness to light and Oneself.

A1, R, Rt (37%), 33T, Sl T SEATe & 3R ITF Y 3R T THh1RM AT 3R A 571 €,
auT ¥ SafFa|

Fourth, Perumal is everywhere but one does not always perceive Him.

T, AT HE A TASIHTA §, AAfehed chTehel 3¢ T 37eT81d oTgT < el

Therefore, He created parents as His representative and if one serves one’s parents, it is
enough for Him.

SHTAT 3-giet ATAT-TAdT ' 3791 Ui fer s 31 Ife A1S 319ar Arar-far fr Qar warg, ar
Ig 3o faw oI &1

Fifth, parents guide offspring on how to follow dharma in family life, in the wake of Vyasa,
Vasishta etc.

qferal, ATaT-fdr same, afss 3 i oo 37T TRaTRe shae 7 et # aree F4 B
ST, 38 AW 7 AT TATAT T ARG P ¢ |
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